SECONDARY SCHOOL MEMORIES – HOW WE WERE TAUGHT
Pupils born in the 1950s
GD/P50/HiE91 Infant/Junior + Grammar, Liverpool
One teacher stands out – she stood up and asked us to consider how people in Ancient Egypt felt about life as opposed to how we felt today. She made it come to life for me. Other teachers did not encourage discussion.
I enjoyed considering why things happened not just memorising dates. Enjoyed Tudor/Stuart history, but particularly Napoleonic period.

GG/P50/HiE99 Primary + Grammar, Nottingham
Formal book and blackboard lessons.
GC/P51/HiE94 Junior + Grammar, Brighton
My memory of history being taught in Senior School was the teacher standing at the front of the class and reading a text book, writing the text on the board and for us to copy that text into our books!

I was an avid reader of historical novels – I wanted to find out about how people lived not just learning a list of dates.

MJ/P51/HiE88 Primary + Grammars, Hove & Bletchley
Very traditional at desks – chalk and talk

Enjoyed Modern history 

MM/P52/HiE95 Primary + Grammar, Derby
I didn’t enjoy History and didn’t take it at ‘O’ Level.

This could have been because it wasn’t presented to us in an interesting way, some of

our teachers tended to lecture rather than teach. I also wasn’t good at remembering facts

and dates, which seemed vital in this subject.

We covered a lot of English History but it lacked cohesion (I accept that it could be my fault), but

I never grasped the flow, as topics were presented in isolation. 

How were you taught in the classroom?

Information giving to a whole class.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I can’t remember liking any and I disliked the subject as a whole.

PD/P52/HiE100 Primary + Grammar, Reading
How were you taught in the classroom?

From the front. Text books and some printed sheets. Books for KS3 equiv. were small (A5 size) with lots of line drawings. O Level text book was hardback, very wordy with some maps and political cartoons.

I liked history because it was the ‘safest’ non-science subject. (Latin was the next ‘safest’). I was not required to express an opinion, make an interpretation, understand a motive or an emotion, have a credible accent. The subject simply needed a good reading age and a good memory for stuff. It was a level playing field. I got a 2 at O Level.

KI/P52/HiE92 Primary + Grammar, Pontefract N.B. INTERVIEWED
Use of text books to aid learning. Notes mainly dictated by teacher. These were good and very useful for revision. Some banda sheets – maps, time charts. 
At some point encouraged to do projects. I remember doing one on Fountains Abbey and the Reformation.

I distinctly remember the different way we were taught at A level as opposed to O level i.e. at O level the notes were mainly given to you, at A level you had to summarise in your own mind what the teacher was saying and extract what were the main points. I found this very hard for a long time. I felt lack in the confidence in my ability to take adequate notes. I overcome it in the end but it was a struggle. But a worthwhile one that has definitely stood me in good stead for my life.

I really liked social history, learning about the poor laws, how events in countries affected the lives of the people. Also characters like Gustavus Adolphus, Louis XIV who had such an impact on their countries. The industrial revolution – you gained an understanding of how the world was in 1960-1970 because of what happened in that period.

Did not like medieval history, feudalism, castles seemed too removed from life and no relevance and was very dry – did not include people was just facts.

JI/P52/HiE132 Primary + Grammar, Fleetwood, Lancs.
My most vivid memories were of a young woman (who had recently qualified) who was vivacious and stylish and enthusiastic. In particular I remember her giving us homework where we had to pretend that we were reporters, writing for a newspaper about early battles. Complete of course with drawings of maps with plans of attack, people fighting, etc.
I was always keen on early history, up to and including the Tudors of course. Probably because my parents would take me to visit castles. Medieval history, Wars of the Roses was fascinating. I still love all that period! … I always found Corn Laws, battles in Europe (Marlborough, etc) boring. Probably because the politics became more involved.

EG/P53/HiE101 Primary/Junior + Grammar/Comprehensive, Doncaster
Taking notes form teacher’s lecture then turning into essay form.
RT/P53/HiE90 Junior + Grammar, Ilford, Essex
How were you taught in the classroom?

Classes of 30 at secondary school, again sitting in pairs looking at the blackboard.  Mrs Wren read to us from notes in a notebook.  She was still reading the same notes to my sister three years later.  I suspect she was as bored as we were.

Mrs Wren completely destroyed my love of history.  I can remember being really bored, and dreading the days when we had double history – 80 minutes of being read to.  Trying to remember the dates of inventions was a struggle, and I don’t think anything was put in perspective, or given a relevance to us at the time.  The Irish Question and the constant swapping of Gladstone and Disraeli drove us mad, and again we couldn’t see why we were bothering.  Perhaps that was our age as much as anything else!

I got a history O Level, but it could have been better if I’d felt more inspired.

EC/P53/HiE86 Primary + Grammar, Sheffield
We had textbooks and the teacher would talk about the period in question and we’d read pages from our books too.  There would be essays set too.

I didn’t like anything until we reached the Industrial Revolution and all of a sudden, everything became relevant and I loved it.  I chose it as an O level because the syllabus was 1870 – 1939 and I found the rise of the Unions, the relationships between the various powers, and the origins of the First World War absolutely fascinating.

HP/P53/HiE98 Infants/Junior + Secondary Modern, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Lancs.
Mostly old-fashioned, standard teaching. We would read sections from a book, then the teacher would ask us about it. She would dictate pieces to us for us to write down and sometimes we would copy from the blackboard. Periodically we had Q & A tests such as on Napoleon which were like memory tests. Generally taught chronologically – here history starts with 1066n being a defining point. 

History was my favourite subject so I liked most things. I liked working in 2’s and 3’s and also solving historical puzzles.

AF/P54/HiE103 Primary/Junior + Grammar, Hull
At Grammar School, I remained interested in History almost despite the teaching which even at the time seemed boring. I remember a Mr Punchard being highly innovative and getting us to work in groups to produce newspapers of Tudor times. Things got slightly better in ‘O’ and ‘A’ level classes, but not due to the teaching. At ‘A’ level we had one teacher who lectured to the floor in front of him – never made eye contact at all with us!.

How were you taught in the classroom?

I’m tempted to say badly. There was a lot of copying off the board, or out of the Unstead books. If we were lucky we got to draw a map or diagram and if we were really lucky we could draw a picture! Sometimes the teachers would astound us with their artwork using coloured chalks on the blackboard and we would vainly try to reproduce their efforts in our books.

I enjoyed my ‘A’ level lessons. We did have a better relationship with our teachers as 6th formers and we were at “that age” – clever enough to ‘take the mickey’ and being indulged in doing so. One member of staff once tried to punish(?) someone for talking in his lesson by getting him to read the American Declaration of Independence.  The student started. And then, softly, from the back of the room, came the hummed strains of “The Star Spangled Banner”. Heads down, the rest of us read on, but gradually, more and more people joined in. The student reading slowly adopted an American accent whilst the teacher stood at the front, unable to identify anyone who was singing. By the end the room was in a crescendo. The teacher just said “Hmmm” and walked out. One up for us!

Oh, I hated, and still hate, Ancient History & The Tudors. I enjoyed, and still enjoy, Revolutionary and Napoleonic Europe (a few of us were into wargaming at the time, which helped), American and Russian Revolutions and WW1 & 2. 

CF/P54/HiE93 Comprehensive, West Ewell, Surrey
Each week, we were allocated a particular topic from that period of time, e.g. the impact of the weaving loom. The lesson was devoted entirely to covering the key points, and our week’s homework was an essay on that topic. The same pattern followed every week and on reflection now I feel that the consistency and repetition was beneficial. We knew what to expect and what to deliver and it gave us something interesting to work on that involved some research.

However on the negative side, I felt I did miss out on more general history topics, concentrating as we did on one particular time in history.

JS/P54/HiE89 Infant/Primary (Coventry/Croydon) + Grammar, Northampton
How were you taught in the classroom?

This was the main reason why I became disenchanted with studying history. The teacher read from her notes, we copied them down, she wrote dates and names on the board so that we could copy them correctly, there was no discussion and at the end of the lesson she left the room. There was no interest sparked or encouraged and no suggestion that we should do anything but learn the facts she put in front of us and pass our exam. I felt that history was being presented as a way to learn how to write notes clearly and quickly and that we could just as easily have been learning hymn words, recipes for pastry or anything else that required lists.
What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

See above for the lack of activities, if by that you mean anything but taking notes. The topics covered were very interesting and I would have been more than happy to research for myself for discussions and projects but it was made clear to us that we were to learn the syllabus and nothing else. Consequently I came to dislike history lessons, although I still read around the subject for my own interest. There were discussions at breaktimes amongst ourselves if we felt that a topic was interesting or was relevant to another area of study.

HM/P54/HiE202 Primary + Grammar, Gravesend, Kent
In the first year we had a young teacher who tried to make it interesting. We did the Egyptians, Greeks and Romans and other ancient civilisations. We drew pictures including maps as well as writing up what we had been taught in each lesson.

Then from 2nd to 5th year we had an older teacher (she retired in 5th year when I stopped history). Lessons were boring. She talked, wrote some notes on the board. We took notes and had to write up the lesson for homework.  I can’t remember any lessons being any different. I didn’t know then that history could be interesting.  I think we had text books, mostly text, but can’t remember what they were.

After the Romans we skipped to 1066. Certain eras were covered (eg Tudors) and some not (eg Regency) throughout school career.  We suddenly leapt from Restoration to 1871 when we started O level syllabus. I could have enjoyed this period as it explained international situation of time but it was taught in a very dry way – all lists and dates.  I would have enjoyed more social history and learning about sources of info.
PC/P54/HiE96 Junior + Secondary Modern, Barnsley
Sat in class, read from books, listened to stories from teacher.
I like the English civil war didn’t like foreign history as I found that boring.

SE/P55/HiE97 Primary + Grammar, Chigwell, Essex N.B. INTERVIEWED
The first two years were rather boring – I seem to remember thinking we were just repeating what we had done at primary school and the teacher was less than inspiring! … I found the teacher we had for the next three years far more interesting – her delivery was more energetic and refreshing… considering the possible dryness of various Acts of Parliament etc that we had to learn it’s a great testament to the teacher that I enjoyed the subject.

The teacher talked, the pupils made notes. (The exams required a great knowledge of facts – mainly a regurgitation rather than an analysis of these)

I actually didn’t mind (or just didn’t question) the style of teaching, though I often wanted to know how the ‘lesser people’ lived instead of concentrating on the high and mighty.
KD/P55/HiE102 Primary and Grammar, Northampton
Teacher stood at the front and talked and we wrote it down.

I liked CSE project on Norman castles – doing my own research.
HK/P56/HiE85 Primary + Grammar, Heywood, Lancs.
Listening to teacher + worksheets about Hitler invading countries in Europe. 
I would have liked general history of England from Roman invasion up to present-day learning about all the kings and queens. 

SK/P56/HiE128 Primary/Junior + Grammar, Aldershot, Hampshire
Teacher was a Miss Burgess who was dry as dust so despite an interest gave it up when realised I’d have her for two years of study for ‘O’ level. There was, however, a wonderful few months when were were given a trainee, with us on placement, who we all adored (she called us ‘ladies’!) and with her the subject came alive and I remember more from her few lessons than all the rest put together . We were doing the Middle Ages and I can remember doing drawings of moot halls (and doing a model village (?) – a classroom effort (?)) Miss Burgess didn’t kill my interest I just didn’t want to do it with her. 
GA/P56/HiE199 Primary + Grammar, Leeds
We had conventional teacher to pupil learning in the lower part of the school but with the advent of the photocopier in my latter days at school, we were given lots of handouts to study for homework. 
I liked pretty much everything but groaned when teachers tried to indoctrinate us with their own political views when we studied the Industrial Revolution. Most pupils were savvy and wanted to make up their own mind. 

AS/P56/HiE205 Primary + Grammar, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
How were you taught in the classroom?

Almost all talk and chalk I remember, but at O-level we were invited to discuss what we thought about the issues.  I do not remember us being taught about sources or about differing views on topics, although this could have happened when I wasn’t paying attention.  

I loved the O-level syllabus, and I was always fascinated by North American history, whether exploration or debating the nature of democracy.  Could never get excited about the pre-historic or Greek bits – at some point either school or parents took us to look at the bits of Roman pottery in the local museums, in those days very dusty and dull, and just looked like stones from the garden.  Still find it hard to get excited about bits of flint.

MS/P58/HiE196 Infants/Junior + Grammar, Chatham, Kent

We did a lot of topics/projects in the holidays which took me hours and were mostly unfocussed and copied out of books or Jackdaw collections.
First three years – [taught] pretty conventionally with some note-taking, copying from books, etc No sources work at all.

O level – note-taking/discussion/printed sheets, Emphasis and discussion.

A level – English – by reading ahead and then discussion/note-taking; European – dictated notes, no discussion.

I loved the twentieth century at O level – wonderful, inspiring teacher. Very relaxed, politically aware.

I loved doing projects when younger but they were not intellecturally demanding just reassuringly factual. 

A level – I enjoyed reading ahead and making my own notes; essay writing because it was so demanding. English history involved a lot of sources – Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and that was very exciting.

AG/P58/HiE192 Primary/Junior + Grammar, Romford, Essex
The classes were large – on average 33 - as were all our classes – as we were taught in our forms which were not streamed for Humanities. We sat in desks two abreast and faced the blackboard where our teachers delivered a lesson in which no-one would have considered speaking out of turn or not paying attention. We wrote detailed notes which we copied up for Homework in ITALIC writing – so very slowly – and were given topics to research. My parents then tried to tie our weekend visits to periods we were studying be it St Alban's in year 1 or The Tower in year 2. My mother had also attended a state grammar school – Leyton County High School in Leyton, Essex. Her experience was almost identical to mine.
We left RCHS with a clear overview of History without the idea that History was made of Georgians, Tudors and Victorians as per the dreaded National Curriculum

If there was a downside it was that one of the teachers was really quite severe. So much so that although history was my favourite subject, was by far my best subject and the subject which usually scored the best A level results (again grade A was expected) I ignored the school’s advice to study the subject at A level. 

I liked Ancient History because the artefacts are so incredible and WW1 and WW2 because of the roles my family had played made the history real. Georgians are rather boring.  

ME/P59/HiE177 Primary + Grammars, Hayes, Middx. & Whitby, N. Yorks.
The teaching was consistent – same teachers throughout, but there were students of variable quality. Pre-O level the teacher taught us a note-based method. O level was similar with headings on the board and fuller explanations which we were expected to take notes from. 
A level was very handout based, with many home projects, and again, note taking. I found the transition difficult despite enjoying the subject. I have always had a tendency to write facts and not expand and hypothesise, which meant I was left behind as the others progressed, and I was perceived as not going anywhere.., My O and A level history teacher is now a friend.
Pupils born in the 1960s
DC/P60/HiE138 Junior + Sec. Mod., Gravesend, Kent
It was the days of the overhead projector, with the teacher’s spidery handwriting and wobbly maps. The lessons went into tedious detail of each movement of the Maginot Line, for example. The teacher simply read long passages from books which we dutifully wrote down. No explanation was given. It felt like ‘these are the facts you must remember’. 

I disliked all of it because it focused on ‘war’ rather than ‘people’. I do not recall any lessons on the Holocaust, for example.

AS/P60/HiE137 Grammars, Stockport and Macclesfield

How were you taught in the classroom?

Seated in pairs, facing the teacher.  She sat at the desk and dictated notes or we copied from the text books. I can’t remember any projects etc.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

Bored with the Franco-Prussian wars but must have been taught well as I can remember the Dreyfuss affair 35 years on!

Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history during your period at secondary school? None.  First few years of comprehensive education so not a particularly happy period for teachers or staff I imagine.

JG/P60/HiE111 Primary + Grammar, Oxfordshire

How were you taught in the classroom?
Very text book based, note-making and discussion and suggested extra reading.
AR/P60/HiE109 Primary + Grammars, Ipswich and Woodbridge, Suffolk

How were you taught in the classroom? In rows

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? Broadside ballads

PG/P60/HiE108 Juniors (York, Bristol) + Comprehensive, Nailsea, Bristol

How were you taught in the classroom?

Mainly through a very eloquent, knowledgeable and enthusiastic teacher, supported by a number of text books. No visual aids or anything fancy. Slave Trade was related to the Port of Bristol, but no field trips or anything like that.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I particularly enjoyed all of the Industrial Revolution stuff, especially the development of canals and railways. Railway history has always been one of my favourite subjects (probably something to do with York again). I also enjoyed the bits on the Napoleonic period which was described so well. I still remember ‘Able Was I Ere I Saw Elba’ from those lessons.

I don’t remember disliking anything in particular.

KS/P61/HiE155 Infant/Juniors (Manchester, Rochdale) + Grammar, Rochdale
There must have been about 90-100 children in our year at Primary School and we were split into 3 classes according to ability.  I was in the A class, although it was not referred to as that.  Within that class we sat at twin desks which were arranged together in groups of 6 or 8 pupils.  The teacher sat at the front of the class near the blackboard.
At Junior High School history was taught in the modern Integrated Studies Centre.  There were large groups of pupils there, more than one form and all mixed ability.   In the first two years, we never knew how it was going to be there.  Some weeks we were on the tiered seating, some weeks we were in rows, some weeks we were in small groups, and some weeks we were working individually in the library. I think the high ability pupils coped with it all but I suspect some of the less academic pupils were a bit lost.   I don’t remember much bad behaviour though, so I think we were all under control.  In the third year, the arrangements were more formal.  There were fewer people in the Centre at any one time and we sat in rows at one side.  

When we moved to Senior High School, we were placed in classes according to whether we were doing GCE O’ levels, CSEs, or were non-exam.  I was in the O level groups.  In history we were seated in rows of tables that stretched around the classroom and the teacher sat at her desk with the blackboard behind her.  I think history was a popular option and the classroom was a bit crowded and used to get hot.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I loved all my work at Junior High School, especially if it was project based.  But, the tiered seating arrangement in the Integrated Studies Centre was very daunting as it was almost like being in a university lecture.  Even the more confident pupils were too intimidated to speak out or answer questions.  The smaller, individual projects based on the colour-card system was an inefficient use of pupil time.  Its intention was to develop research skills but time was often wasted in the library, the experience could be frustrating and you would often have to wait for a teacher’s attention if you had a problem.

At Senior High School, I enjoyed the intellectual content of my O’ level history.  Although my teacher was a lovely woman, we often spent time taking dictation from her and this was boring.  The same thing occurred at A’ level, and across other subjects too.
The major change in history teaching for me came with the move from Junior High School to Senior High School.  The first had generally felt carefree and relaxed whereas the Senior High School was a bit like an exam factory.  

JD/P61/HiE156 Private primary schools + grammar school, Taunton, Somerset
We followed the set curriculum for the time.  We had annual exams in the summer to test our knowledge, both at Primary and the Convent.  We also had annual exams at the Grammar School.  In fact, at the convent we used to have a weekly test that would cover all aspects of learning.  The nuns were very quiet and kind, it was a very happy school, there were probably only 24 of us in the class.  Strictly taught from text books and set regular homework. Mrs Motley never raised her voice once at the Grammar School.  She was a very smart lady, always wore a matching suit, and had matching shoes and handbag.  Calm and collected she enthused us all for the achievements of our ancestors. Mrs Kelly would shout and scream at us, she really was not fit to teach.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I loved all the topics.   The only thing I hated was the way Mrs Kelly taught us history in the 3rd and 4th forms at the Grammar School.  I don’t think I’ve every forgiven her for despoiling the teaching of history.  All that I can remember is that she literally gave us a long list of dates/time line that we had to learn.  Nothing to fire our imagination, no visual impact.  Boring. Boring. Boring.
AG/P61/HiE152 Primary (Worcestershire) + Grammar, Kidderminster

Our teacher knew her stuff but was a bit ‘dry’. I was quite studious so I can remember swotting up facts for exams and this is probably why I remember them now. Some drawings and sketches are still quite clear in my mind. We had an overhead projector which was very modern then but mostly text books and chalk and talk. There may have been the occasional TV program. It could be tedious at times. We had quite a lot of ‘Pretend you’re a ..............’ type essays.

I can’t remember disliking any history particularly. 

JB/P62/HiE149 Primary + Grammar, Ilford, Essex

Ours was a very traditional school. We all sat in rows. Our history teacher basically sat and read from his notes and we took notes. There was a bit of question and answer e.g. why do you think that happened? But mostly it was learning facts by rote (which I am good at doing).

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I enjoyed being able to remember facts. I used to get my Dad and friends to ‘test me’.

A’Level was more about personal study / research in the library (no internet in those days of course).

NF/P62/HiE142 Primary + Comprehensive, Bewdley, Worcestershire

Teacher spoke to us with reference to standard text books.  Sometimes he used artifacts eg farm implements, WWII gas masks etc.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? Can’t remember disliking any of it.
JY/P62/HiE173 Infants/junior + Comprehensive, Telford, Salop NB SCHOOL WORK PHOTOGRAPHED
The teachers mainly used the Blackboard and BBCTV for Schools. In the early seventies, they would plug a big speaker into the wall for the radio and we would have some lessons delivered like that.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I enjoyed learning about the Tudors and my research into slavery was interesting. I didn’t like some of the other school subjects and struggled with others.

The Blackboard was used in most lessons, and any research was carried out in the school library. This did not change from 1974- 1979.
AW/P63/HiE159 Primaries overseas + Comprehensive (Hampshire) + Secondary Modern (Norfolk) NB INTERVIEWED
How were you taught in the classroom?

Mainly either the teacher talking to us or us referring to text books.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I liked history concerning strong/powerful/interesting characters, ‘Kings and Queens’ history.  At the time I didn’t care so much for social history.  I didn’t like the Romans because they seemed harsh and conquering.  
The only changes I really remember was the topics becoming more interesting and studying in greater detail once I got into the sixth form.

SW/P63/HiE105 Infant/Junior + Middle/Upper Comprehensive, Middleton, Manchester
How were you taught in the classroom? Teacher at front of the class using blackboard and handouts. I don’t recall doing  any activities.

EH/P63/HiE 106 Junior + Grammar School, Watford
How were you taught in the classroom? Structured lessons each term in order to cover all topics within ‘O’ level history course outlines, with weekly homework of reading & essay writing. We were encouraged to do additional reading & research in the school library.

I enjoyed learning about the Romans because it was good background knowledge for my ‘O’ level Latin course! I hated learning about political reforms & prime ministers of First and Second World War. 

The secondary school lessons were very formal & structured (more academic and less fun [than primary]). 
JJ/P63/HiE197 Infants/Junior + Comprehensive School, Littlehampton, West Sussex
NB SCHOOL WORK PHOTOGRAPHED
How were you taught in the classroom? By the teacher talking to us and a few notes and maps on the blackboard. I did not enjoy history then as it was boring & I could not relate to it. I wanted to know about more recent stuff, i.e. WWI + II as my Grandfather and Father were in these. 
ST/P63/HiE144 Infants/Junior + Grammar school, Hertfordshire
How were you taught in the classroom? By copying off the board and reading text books!
I didn’t really like it remember some of the information now so it must have gone in to my memory somehow! 

Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history at secondary school?

No, dictation, copying and reading ….boring!
AS/P63/HiE167 Junior + Comprehensive, Bristol
I can’t remember being given out text books but I remember writing copious notes taken from the blackboard and having many Xerox copies of subjects handed out to us. As the teacher wrote on the blackboard he would talk and ask questions and I remember being very animated by him as were my class mates, whether they enjoyed History or not you could tell the teacher enjoyed his subject.
What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I did not enjoy the amount of note taking but History is so full of facts I guess note taking comes with this subject. I enjoyed the majority of the subjects as many were interwoven with each other. I can’t remember what I didn’t dislike perhaps the 5 essays we had to do in our end exam. 
Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history at secondary school?
The stepped change from the first 3 years to then taking History as one of my options, the subject became less spread and more concentrated to a particular era, in my case ‘The Industrial Revolution’
AG/P65/HiE146 Infants/Junior + Grammar, Finchley, London
How were you taught in the classroom?

By listening and writing in own words. No computers or handouts, only books and writing on a black board.

I’ve always thought history should be taught at the beginning of the earth, forwards to present day or in chunks starting with recent history going backwards. But dipping in and out is unrewarding as there is no timeline with which to assemble the bits in order and relatively. I am more interested in history now than ever before, emanating from a fascination with the World wars and all events that led to them. This period was never touched on when I was in school – boys like tanks and planes and battleships more than a king cutting off his wife’s head – although having been married I now find that intriguing!

Hated learning dates – pointless as they can be found quite easily, even before the internet.

Too much emphasis on essay writing rather than learning about history itself. The subject was abused in this respect. Writing skills could have been enhanced by other means and history studied for its own sake.

School changed from Grammar to Comprehensive in the 2nd year. I was placed in the middle stream for year 2 and made little progress until promoted to the top stream in year 2. I was studious by choice until puberty, often engaging in self study and setting my own projects to satisfy my own curiousity. School history teaching was second rate.

CW/P65/HiE162 Primary + Middle/Upper Comprehensive Schools, Manchester
14-18 – [I] still remember all my history teachers names to this day and what subject they taught. My O level teacher especially gave me an abiding love of history that exists to this day. I will always remember his description of the Charge of the Light Brigade.
How were you taught in the classroom?

Textbooks, worksheets, copying from the board. No other facilities were available. It would be before video players were commonly available. At A level it was the first time we had looked at original texts and ‘classic works’ such as The Odyssey and C V Wedgwood’s ‘Thirty Years War’. Also having to memorise quotes and comments for putting in essays to illustrate a point and having to create a bibliography.  

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I didn’t really dislike anything at O or A level – only studying the original texts in Ancient History. I really enjoyed most aspects of the history I was taught.
FM/P65/HiE139 Primaries + Comprehensive School, Bury, Lancashire
The History Teacher was very passionate about her subject and I thoroughly enjoyed the class; likewise she spotted a pupil (I think) who was equally passionate and this was probably the only time in my school life I can honestly say I was a teacher’s pet, but in a good and positive way.  She even let me ‘show’ the others who struggled what to do, which I loved doing.  

How were you taught in the classroom?

By one teacher in all situations, but with many field trips which to me made ‘the history’ more real.  Unfortunately, in high school, the class was mixed and people who weren’t so interested ‘slowed’ the rest of us down and sometimes disrupted the class, as any lesson I suppose.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

Not so keen on the course work element, yet like this now (later study).  Loved the field trips and felt this enhanced the classroom tuition.

JB/P66/HiE104 Primary + Middle/Upper Comprehensive Schools, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
How were you taught in the classroom? Interactively with set books & debate plus essays. A-level was much more “adult” with only six of us & our teachers. 
I enjoyed them all but would have preferred a more traditional curriculum on British history – I thought I knew most of it already!
CH/P66/HiE157 Primary+ Middle/Upper Comprehensive Schools, Newcastle upon Tyne
How were you taught in the classroom? Copying endless chalked paragraphs form the blackboard. 
What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? Enclosures and crop rotation for lack of interest value and the technological developments of the industrial revolution. I was too young to appreciate the subject and would have preferred to do history of kings/queens.
At times we were asked to imagine ourselves living in the period of time being studied and to relate our thoughts, reactions and experiences to our imagined surroundings.
HY/P66/HiE161 Infants/Junior + Comprehensive Schools, Dronfield, Derbyshire

Mrs Kimmons was the best teacher – she could draw wonderful pictures that brought the topics to life.
How were you taught in the classroom?

Overall, pretty well – but I had to retake History O Level despite all expectations, as I didn’t get on with my teacher.  The Head of History, Miss Shoot, would have been much better for me personally – our teacher, Mr Brown, scared me.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I liked all of them – trying to get to the root of reasons why, and even essays.
Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history during your period at secondary school? No, pretty traditional – which was brilliant.

SH/P66/HiE181 Primary schools (Wales) + Comprehensive, Bristol

In Secondary School we had a tutor group that just went (en masse) to various other classrooms for our lessons (including History). Lessons were delivered from the blackboard or from textbooks.  I remember having a particularly good teacher in the first year and I think that fired up some of my enthusiasm for the subject. One of the first lessons she took was regarding archaeology and asking how much people would learn of our lifestyles if they looked through our rubbish bins. However, in later years some of the teachers managed to make the subject less interesting and this combined with topics I didn’t find particularly interesting myself made history lessons a bit dull.

The CSE “History through Architecture” course involved project work and we were encouraged to go out and look at buildings for ourselves. I remember a trip to Hampton Court that I couldn’t attend on the day due to illness. 

My “A” level experience as I have already mentioned was less than perfect. For the “Tudors and Stuarts” module we had little contact time with the teacher and when we did – the subject was discussed around the pages of the text books. More often than not – we were just sent to the library for private study.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I enjoyed the “History through Architecture” CSE very much. I also loved anything to do with the Ancient World particularly Egypt.  I remember being asked to do a project on “Explorers and Exploration “in Secondary School that I also liked. 

I didn’t enjoy working on the “Industrial and Agrarian Revolutions” but this might have been more to do with the teaching styles.
Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history during your period at secondary school? Not especially, although as we got older there was less directed learning and more emphasis on discovering things for yourself.
CS/P66/HiE203 Infant/Junior + Comprehensive, Amesbury, Wiltshire
The classroom was arranged in a horseshoe with two rows of desks across the middle with the teacher’s desk at the front under the blackboard.  We were taught from text books and wrote essays and had an essay test every Friday.  It was conducted under exam conditions exactly as it would be in the final exam.  Our year was the last year that had an exam that was literally five essays in two and a half hours i.e. half an hour per essay.  We were expected to write approx one double sided foolscap page per essay.  As the time went on we would do two essays in the test but never built up to more due to length of lesson.  Each essay was marked out of 20 as it would be in the final exam.  We were expected to get at least 15 out of 20.  I remember once only getting about 6 and the teacher sitting down and saying if he didn’t know better he’s have thought I hadn’t revised at all.  I have a feeling he knew I hadn’t.  It was so embarrassing (I could probably sue him now for mental cruelty) that I never got less than 15 again and in fact got an A in my GCE.  We took notes throughout the lesson and remember revising using them.




I thought it was all interesting

SH/P67/HiE170 Primary + Comprehensive + FE College, Tonbridge, Kent
How were you taught in the classroom? Blackboard, Reading

CH/P67/HiE169 Primary + Comprehensive, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire
How were you taught in the classroom?

I think it was mostly the teacher standing in front of the class telling us about it, although I do remember in the first year having some problem solving type case studies to do. 

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I enjoyed the communication stuff and some of the things in the first year, but I remember thinking it didn’t seem like ‘proper’ history – which I thought was more boring – things like battles, wars etc.

Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history during your period at secondary school? Only the fact that it seemed to focus on different aspects , rather than a kind of chronological timeline.

JS/P67/HiE135 Primary + Comprehensive + Sixth Form College, Leicester
How were you taught in the classroom?

Sat at your desk, the teacher talked with assistance of an OHP. We copied from the OHP/Blackboard. I can recall some discussion but very little. My history teacher was a very good teacher and had a lasting impact on me

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? Likes- modern history. I can relate to modern events better.
Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history during your period at secondary school? No. Very poor comprehensive school. I succeeded despite, not because of my school!

JH/P67/HiE185 Infants/Junior + Comprehensive + Sixth Form College, Gosport, Hampshire
The teachers would teach us using text books and we would take it in turns to read aloud from the books. Teachers would describe situations and I remember lots of group discussion. There were tests and annual exams and these didn’t bring out the best in my ability. My knowledge was far greater than I could write down in the correct exam style. 
NS/P67/HiE184 Primary + Comprehensive Schools, Lancashire
How were you taught in the classroom?

Mainly blackboard/whiteboard and books. 1 teacher took 1 half of the syllabus and 1 the other half. I failed the A level but had enough marks to pass for O level.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

Preferred the British political history, to the world history – more concentrated and relevant. I had enjoyed the 3rd year studies with Miss Edge, looking at Victorians.
Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history during your period at secondary school? Not really. More expected at A level, obviously – the emphasis on making you think more for yourself, rather than learning and repeating. I think the school had a computer course but the Internet was years away.
MM/P68/HiE147 Primary + Comprehensive School, Pontefract, Yorkshire
How were you taught in the classroom? Chalk and talk – making notes Y7-11 A level – documentary analysis/ note making.
What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? All liked.
CM/P68/HiE141 Primary + Comprehensive, Oldham, Lancashire 

NB INTERVIEWED and WORK PHOTOGRAPHED
How were you taught in the classroom?

By teachers reading out or getting us to read from text-books, plus “imagine….draw….write an account…” type exercises. Us questioning the teacher about details and occasionally group discussions on topics. As we progressed into “A”-level, we began to watch film clips, use maps and write essays.   

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why?
Whilst it was academically the real base for moving forward, I drew a great distinction between what I did at “O”-level and everything else around it (home, Primary & University) – I liked all the other periods/tastes of History but disliked greatly the economic & social Victorian stuff we did for those 2 years! It was turgid and held, with the exception of the Peterloo/Chartist political unrest type topics, no excitement whatsoever. Looking back now, I’m grateful to have learned about these things but to be honest found them an imposition. Also in the mid-1980s, living then in Oldham, the town was finally shedding its King Cotton feel (all the mills had virtually shut) and across the North/country, the Miner’s Strike was at its height, so all this industrial/social history was actually the last thing anyone was interested in – it seemed (paradoxically!) very old-fashioned!

What I did like was the more colourful, dramatic stuff of the pre-“O” Level days (Romans, Vikings, Middle Ages) and at “A”-level the European History (Unification of Italy & Germany, both World Wars, rise of totalitarian states in Russia, Germany & Italy). Also the British history at “A”-level was much more political (Disraeli, Gladstone, etc) and seemed more interesting/relevant.      

FK/P69/HiE107 Primary + Comprehensive School, Peterborough

I also feel confident enough to say my history education was not very good, simply because I succeeded in the education system elsewhere but managed to gain no historical knowledge whatsoever at school!  This is also interesting since technically, the source based approach in History had arrived in British classrooms by the 1980s, but it obviously did not reach mine.  

One memory sticks out.   It was a rainy Saturday afternoon, in yr 8 (c. 1981/82).  I had a history test to prepare for.  The test was about medieval kings, or maybe Thomas Becket.  I had one paragraph I had written about this in my exercise book.  I was at a complete loss about how to prepare for the exam.  So, I literally learnt the paragraph parrot-fashion, and memorized it.  I had no clue what else to do!

How were you taught in the classroom?

Using a textbook; lots of questions set on the text, and we had to answer them.  I can remember nothing else about this. 

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I disliked reading passages out of the textbook and answering questions on the text; I invariably got the wrong answer and could never figure out the explanations.   Suddenly though for me, age 22+, I developed a good historical brain overnight through my musicological studies.  I knew nothing about history and historiography but learnt it on the job, through handling documents at the PRO / National Archives.

RA/P69/HiE112 Primary, Leigh-on-Sea + Grammar School, Southend, Essex
How were you taught in the classroom? ‘lecture’ style, then questions, reading + exercises. Homework + projects on e.g. case studies.
I got quite bored with the Tudors – as studied period repeatedly, but always in quite a flat way (e.g. at A level – plod through Elton). Loved American history at A level – enjoyed combination political/economic etc. At 16+ level – esp. enjoyed study of country houses.
16+ was a big change - + ambivalent messages about this from teachers. As pupils we also felt the coursework element was fun – but easy (having had yearly exams as focus before). Also, unseen papers seemed more like English comprehension tests. Something problematic at A level too – low marks in whole county + enquiry – felt we’d been misguided.
Pupils born in the 1970s

KM/P70/HiE160 Lower + Middle/Upper Comprehensives, Bedfordshire
We had this text book that had evidence and photos and we worked through the tasks and answered the questions. We may have had some discussion too.
I really did not like history at this stage and decided not to take it for O level. I think it was because it seemed black and white and very dry and lots of writing.

The change between social studies at Middle School and History at Upper School was pretty significant. I feel I have a gap in my knowledge of history and guess Social Studies was very general.
DJ/P71/HiE145 Primary + Grammar Schools, Rainham, Kent

At the grammar it was very much chalk and talk, with dictation to write down.  The only first hand research I recall was having a project to find and interview a WWII evacuee.  My Dad managed to pair me up with a work colleague, and she was very interesting.

I liked palaeontology and pre-history- even to this day, living on the Jurassic Coast, I get very excited if I happen across a fossil on the beach (and will occasionally smash a promising pebble to the alarm of my daughter!)

I also liked the industrial and agricultural revolutions, and anything gruesome like children in cotton mills or up chimneys.  

Modern history held very little interest, although since leaving school I have read more about the plight of those in the concentration camps, and I enjoy documentaries on almost anything historical. 

JD/P71/HiE116 First/Middle Schools Bradford + Comprehensive School, Cleckheaton, West  Yorkshire (also a history teacher)
Middle School

I can remember the fourth years (who would be in year 8 by today’s reckoning) doing a play on the First World War at an assembly.  The charge over no-man’s land was very moving as they all died in slow motion.  We then sang a rendition of “Where have all the flowers gone”.

We did an assembly of “This is Your Life” in which we chose Henry VIII.  The Eamonn Andrews character would say “…and here she is, the love of your life, Ladies and Gentlemen, Anne Boleyn” and a headless student carrying a papier mâche head would walk onto stage, slap him in the face and sit down.

I can recall doing a study on Josiah Wedgwood, which bored the socks off me! 

Secondary School (from Year 9 onwards)

My recollections fall primarily on the teacher.  Good teachers inspired, poor teachers produced lessons that sapped enthusiasm.  The old fashioned teachers were respected and did not and would not change.  The newer staff that were full of enthusiasm and ideas were often pushed by the students.  It was the mid eighties - the time of the teachers’ strikes and the introduction of the national curriculum.  Many staff left teaching because of the increasing burden of administration.

Still hate the industrial revolution – perhaps it’s the urine!

Love the Twentieth Century stuff, primarily because I was brought up on it from childhood stories.  I have begun to love the Medieval period as it provides such wonderful opportunities from cross curricular teaching and creativity.  Attacking and Defending Castles = design & technology, mathematics, art & design, geography, physics, physical education.  The list can go on.

ZB/P71/HiE115 Primary + Comprehensive Schools, Devon
Although we were mainly taught as a whole, I do remember occasional group work where we would mostly present our work to the rest of the class (I remember being able to use the blackboard/projector). Mostly though I remember just sitting and listening. Mr Wade, our history teacher, was possibly my favourite and I think I enjoyed listening to him. I also remember a good deal of copying from the board.
Without wanting to generalise, I remember enjoying all of it but I do think that the teacher had a lot to do with it. I remember him being enthusiastic and our lessons were always interesting and often good fun… this might just be nostalgia though. I think I probably enjoyed the Revolutions most. I say this as it is things learnt regarding them that I remember most.

The one major change I recall is that in the third year history became a subject in its own right as opposed to being lumped together with others.

RW/P73/HiE172 Primary + Comprehensive, Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire
We were taught in the usual manner; our teacher telling us the main facts and figures and we then had to elaborate that. 
I like all History, but I feel that the first 2 years at Secondary School were a waste. We had studied those topics in such details at Primary School, that we did not need to go over them again. In a way, we [were] taught far more like small children at Secondary School, than we were at Primary! We had to draw everything we learnt about and this only stopped in the 6th Form. I absolutely loved the Egyptians and the topics we studied for A level remain firm favourites. I can’t explain why I like History, I just took to it and happened to be OK at it!

Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history during your period at Secondary School?
We relied more on slideshows/visual aids and had to draw everything we were studying, which became tiresome in the extreme!

SS/P74/HiE136 Primary + Grammar Schools, Canterbury, Kent
We were taught in the talk and chalk style and it was a chalk board. 

I don’t remember much group work, or projects, or making posters etc at all.

For A Level we were taught out of a folder of notes. I think we had some photocopies, but these were just text.

I always loved History, it was my favourite subject, I studied it at university to Masters level and I now teach it.

I really disliked the English Civil War topic we did for A Level, it did switch me off for a while. It was all about battles and tactics, which is a strange choice for a girls’ school. When I went back to do observations for my PGCE the teacher was still teaching using the same notes I had used!

The National Curriculum was introduced at some point; I think when I was in the 3rd year (Yr 9). I don’t remember it making any difference to the way we were taught.

For GCSE we did coursework on Queen Elizabeth in the classroom under controlled conditions, I think this was a new thing.

For A Level we were one of the first schools to do an independent research project for A Level (no AS levels then!), I did not do well in it!

EAC/P75/HiE176 Primary + Comprehensive Schools Leicestershire
Teachers Mrs Burrell + Mr Burlingham (at Congerstone [primary school]). Historical learning at primary school was often tied to creative work and outputs – for example the use of (falsely) empathetic work. This concept was starting to become popular + was enjoyed BUT was problematic because it was actually sympathetic and I am not sure that the learning was very effective due to lack of accuracy. We were often given projects which we would work on for a couple of weeks very autonomously. 

Liked – project work (learning how to research), creative side of it, reading

Disliked – the repetition of the same key topics (industrial revolution, WWII), the feeling of a lack of progress due to the repetition.

Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history?
The depth was greater and there was more chalk + talk to help date learning but the teaching techniques were not that different.
JH/P75/HiE113 Primary + Comprehensive Schools, Kirkham (near Blackpool), Lancashire
At GCSE, invariably 30 mins telling us what we were going to do, 15 mins taking notes from text book using instructions written on the board, then 15 mins plenary telling what we’d done. A level had two teachers, and involved going through text book/or handwritten notes, essay writing and one teacher did involve some discussion. Not particularly inspiring. 
A level badly delivered by one teacher – monotone delivery of notes on handout made it very boring – I doodled all over the notes to keep awake. Thoroughly [enjoyed] the Stuarts that we did for our other A level topic, as it was and remains the bit that really interests me. 

Never was all that interested in economic history, which made the GCSE less interesting. We used to try to get on with taking notes which the teacher was talking, otherwise we wouldn’t have had time.

AL/P77/HiE183 Primary + Middle/Upper Comprehensive Schools, Leiston, Essex
How were you taught in the classroom?

Textbooks, teacher standing at front talking, occassional videos.

I really found the Medicine Through Time course very interesting and I learnt a lot about things that are relevant today.

I hated a year of World War 1 and 2.  We were just taught from text books and had no field trips.  I didn’t understand most of what happened.

KK/P77/HiE165 Infant/Junior + Comprehensive Schools (to age 13), Cheltenham

It was all teacher led at the blackboard with lots of writing and drawing in our exercise books and answering questions from workbooks.

I enjoyed all topics, though especially enjoyed the Medieval period.  
LB/P78/HiE150 Primary + Comprehensive Schools, Southampton

We read from textbooks, sometimes reading aloud to the class, we answered questions as a class in “discussion” of subjects being considered and answered written questions either in class or as homework.

I don’t recall enjoying any topics at Secondary School, it all seemed very boring and irrelevant although I reiterate that we did not cover any modern history (I mean anything more recent than at least 200 years ago).  I clearly remember a lesson in which we touched on the political elements of history (we were considering how long a government would need in modern days to bring about changes in the nation but I am unsure how this correlated with the subject being studied) but there was no link with modern day living and how learning of history is relevant.
KC/P79/HiE143 Primary + Grammar, Bournemouth
Our teacher at A-Level was interesting to listen to, and I found his lessons easier to follow. We used lots of dense textbooks, and I read nearly all of them as I wanted to find an aspect of the War that I could be more interested in! We occasionally watched a film or programme, which I enjoyed. The only trip I remember was one to the Houses of Parliament.

The teacher we had up to A-level was keen on talking a lot and getting us to write notes, which I have never found easy. We ended up with pages of notes, and very little memory of the lessons. I don't recall much use of artefacts or visual teaching, and certainly no visits.

I loved anything Ancient or early-modern (up to Industrial Revolution), partly because I was fascinated by how different everything was, and partly because of the beauty of the artefacts and buildings. 

I hated the Second World War because the politics were complicated (and uninteresting) and also because as a subject it is relentlessly depressing. In addition, all the photos or films we saw were, understandably, in black and white, whereas earlier history had colour and depth due to modern photos being taken of sites, and I found it easier to imagine and empathise. The only fact that made the topic of interest was that my Dad was stationed in Libya at the end of the War guarding a German Prisoner of War camp in the middle of the desert, and he told me stories of what he remembered. 

RW/P79/HiE117 Primary + Comprehensive Schools, Spondon, Derbyshire
I think it was mainly teacher-led discussion and written work for homework. We also recreated old letters, etc. empathy.
I liked activities including drawing as I remember well visually. I really enjoyed history as my teacher was very enthusiastic and charismatic.

I had the same teacher for 7 years plus another for A level. I enjoyed learning history all year after Year 10 [presumably only taught for part of the year before GCSE].

BB/P79/HiE118 Primary + Grammar, Sandwich, Kent
· Lots of chalk and talk
· Some notes

· A ‘A’ level one teacher made us read photocopies of chapters of the textbook we all had! 

· Loved both ‘A’ level topics

· USSR/Nazis very interesting of course.

MP/P79/HiE119 First/Middle + Comprehensive, Surrey
1 teacher, using ‘handouts’ that we talked through together + sometimes copies of original sources + extracts from history books. No group work. 
European = read relevant section of book & discussed, no handouts.

I enjoyed 18-19C history, but it was a very narrow focus for whole of GCSE & A level & left me feeling very ignorant about the rest of history at university!

Were there any major changes to the way you learnt history?

Empathy became a big deal! European history at A level – we were taught like adults at Uni, it was great.

Pupils born in the 1980s + 90s
AW/P80/HiE200 Primary, Leyland, Lancashire + Middle/Upper Comprehensives, Ampthill, Bedfordshire

How were you taught in the classroom?

Teacher talking to us; notes on the board. Working from books with period sources (pictures, text) in them. Set questions to write responses (essays) to, answering questions out loud. Taking notes and Q&A on video programmes. 

Enjoyed writing the essays – I’ve never found long form writing hard. Enjoyed critiquing image sources. Not much I disliked about history; it was an enjoyable topic and one I seriously considered taking further academically. 

AH/P82/HiE193 Primary Schools + Comprehensive, Bridgnorth, Shropshire

I had three brilliant history teachers at secondary school – Andy Smith, Simon Taylor and Emma Taylor. They all taught history in a really dynamic way, using lots of different types of sources, role play, discussion, etc. and were all very charismatic people who brought the subject to life. I definitely would not have thought to study history at degree level if it wasn’t for these people.

I can’t remember disliking anything. I liked the pace and the amount of information there was to take in and retain, and the challenge of this, as well as the subjects, which were all interesting in different ways. Or perhaps I just can’t remember the parts I didn’t enjoy…!

HJ/P82/HiE201 Primary + Comprehensive, Kettering, Northamptonshire

We sat at desks of 2 people, facing a blackboard. Had text books and exercise books that we would do our work in and hand in for marking. Generally work through chapters of the textbook with teacher explaining at front and then working through exercises in book.

What activities and topics did you like/dislike and why? 

I only really remember learning about English kings and queens and a very small amount about WWII.

JR/P83/HiE 122 First + Middle + Upper Comprehensive, Leek, Staffordshire
Teacher at front – worksheets – not enough discussion.
Loved Industrial Revolution – always a bit of a tomboy with keen interest in technology.

BP/P83/HiE154 Primary + Comprehensive, Washington, Tyne and Wear 
NB INTERVIEWED
I had some excellent teachers who engaged us in discussion and debate and I can remember taking part in a mock revolutionary tribunal set in France where we had to decide whether the person’s defence was adequate or whether they should be sent to the guillotine!

I can remember being introduced to a topic, there being a discussion and a series of questions followed by a period of independent study – in earlier years with a textbook with source materials and later working on essays.

I enjoyed all the periods we studied. History quickly became one of my favourite subjects where I was able to debate and discuss subjects and form an opinion of my own. It taught me to think. We did spend quite a lot of time studying German History at GCSE and A Level, which I enjoyed but was somewhat repetitive in parts.

The study of history increasingly became about interpretation and reasoning in order to support an argument. One quote particularly sticks in my mind – ‘the enormous condescension of posterity’ (E. P. Thompson) which we were reminded to consider by one A Level teacher when judging the past.

CN/P84/HiE123 Primary + Comprehensive, Twickenham, Middlesex
There were some lessons where we listened to the teacher, but we would often do some work in pairs or work in silence from worksheets or text books. I suppose it depended on how deep in to a topic we were.
Working in silence from text books was always dull. I’m not sure I disliked any of the topics. I was starting to enjoy history and took it at GCSE level.

It became increasingly source based. We were expected to interpret sources rather than have the teacher tell us dates and facts.
ET/P86/HiE153 Primary + Comprehensive, Towcester, Northamptonshire
We worked from a text book in Key Stage 3 & 4.  When I was doing my AS and A Levels our teachers increasingly gave us handouts which we had to read and draw information from.

I really enjoyed the topic we studied on Medieval Castles at GCSE and we went to visit some in Wales as part of our coursework.  I found it really interesting and it ignited a fascination for old castles. I enjoyed all my GCSE topics and the topics related to Hitler and the Liberal Government at AS and A Level.  I found it very fascinating and interesting to learn about. I did not enjoy learning about the Poor Law, as it was a long period to cover and the subject did not interest me.

LJ/P87/HiE164 Primary + Comprehensive, Crediton, Devon
How were you taught in the classroom?

Fairly large groups, not split by ability so often quite unruly. One teacher was a NQT and very dynamic. Regular homework assignments and a good deal of wall display work.

Coursework was particularly enjoyable as it meant a greater degree of freedom. 

Medicine through time was a very rich module and quite unusual, provided an alternate view of history which benefited me during further education, getting me in the mindset needed for A-levels and university.

Although from experience in schools I know that there is choice for the GCSE syllabus, it seems to me in retrospect that most teachers and schools opt with the ‘lets teach them about Nazis’ option, as it’s the most familiar. Indeed this was the very first quip our university lecturers aimed at us in our first year!

HA/P87/HiE 120 Primary + Grammar, Chelmsford, Essex
We were taught through a mixture of discussions and worksheets. We learnt facts by creating timelines and tables of dates and the significance of events. We looked at primary source texts which were in the text books we used and answered questions about them. This was particularly important at GCSE and A-level as the exams had a source work section. We spent a lot of time practising source questions. The GCSE + A level coursework was also based on sources.
I did not like doing ‘fill in the gap’ sheets because they were boring. However, they were useful for revision notes for exams. I did not enjoy studying the Reform Acts of the 1800s because it was very dry and did not seem very relevant when 15/16 years old. I really enjoyed studying the French Revolution + American Civil Rights movement for A-levels. These topics seemed more relevant + interesting.

A-levels were taught very differently. We spent more time thinking about concepts +how events were inter-related. The Philosophy of History Club allowed free thinking away from the curriculum.
HM/P87/HiE166 Primary + Comprehensive, Hillingdon, Middlesex
NB SCHOOL WORK PHOTOGRAPHED
Mostly our teacher would present the topic to the class. We would then do some reading on the topic from a text book or worksheet. Next we were required to answer questions on the topic. Occasionally we would also watch a documentary on the topic we happened to be learning about. Also on occasion we had project work to work on during the class time.  

I remember enjoying History a lot more from Year 9 when we were taught about the effect of World War Two on British life. I generally prefer Modern History anyway, but I could also expand on what I had learned in the classroom by asking my grandparents about their experiences of the war. Indeed, we were required to produce individual projects on the topic and I was able to use the stories which my grandparents had told me when producing this. Thereafter, I chose to study History at GCSE and I thoroughly enjoyed all of the topics which we covered during this time.  

I do not remember there being any major changes to the way that I learnt history during secondary school. Of course as I got older the work became more challenging. For example, rather than just answering questions on particular topics at GCSE level, I was required to write essays as well. 

AG/P90/HiE140 Primary and Comprehensive, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands
I was taught in a variety of different ways:

· Using textbooks to answer a set of comprehensive [comprehension?] questions

· Role plays of certain historical events

· Presentations on certain historical topics

· At A Level we sometimes had lessons to work on our essays.

I liked comprehensive work as I found it straightforward and was useful to revise from for exams.

 I found the prohibition in America topic very interesting.
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