Primary School Memories
Pupils born in the 1950s
GG/P50/HiE99  Primary + Grammar, Nottingham
Nothing remembered.

GD/P50/HiE91  Infant/Junior + High School, Liverpool
‘History was taught by learning about kings, dates and main events. Dates were written up and we had to remember them. Seemed very boring and disconnected to life today. Learnt mainly ancient history – Greeks, Romans etc.’

MJ/P51/HiE88 Junior + Grammars, Hove, East Sussex + Bletchley, Bucks.
‘interesting teacher, very “hands on” teaching, Used individual topics such as “The Tudors and Stuarts” and included quite a bit on the religious side (Catholic School). Enjoyed projects.’

GC/P51/HiE94 Junior + Grammar, Brighton
 ‘I have no memories of “learning” history at Junior School.’ 

MM/P52/HiE95 Primary + Grammar, Derby
Nothing remembered.

KI/P52/HiE92 Primary + Grammar, Pontefract, West Yorks 
NB INTERVIEWED
‘My memories are of learning about famous people such as Elizabeth Fry, Florence Nightingale and Capability Brown. We had no text books but listened to the teacher talking. I really enjoyed history because these people came alive to me as the teacher spoke about them. I could see a point and relevance to their lives and the effect their lives had on future generations.’

JA/P52/HiE132 Junior + Grammar, Fleetwood, Lancs.
‘I remember doing a project in my last year about the Tudors which we turned into booklets. Cutting out pictures from magazines, writing about Henry’s queens. Loved it! Have always been fascinated by the past. Perhaps it was hearing stories from family about their schools, the war etc. that got me interested.’ 

PD/P52/HiE100 Primary + Grammar, Reading, Berks.
‘I have no recollection of history lessons in class – it might have been history stories – similar in nature to bible stories. We had a residential trip to the Isle of Wight – the only history I remember was a visit to Carisbrooke Castle.’

EC/P53/HiE86 Primary + Grammar, Sheffield
‘There wasn’t a regular weekly lesson but when we had history lessons, they followed on chronologically. We would also learn about a particular event which was relevant to the time of year. For instance we were taught all about Guy Fawkes in November. Did not particularly enjoy history at primary school because the periods we learnt about were too remote – too far in the past.’

RT/P53/HiE90 Junior + Grammar, Ilford, Essex
 ‘My best memories are from my teacher in my final year – the 4th form of junior school….Mr Adlam… he was an absolutely wonderful teacher, putting so much of himself into the lessons. We did the Tudors and Stuarts with him, and I still find that the most interesting period of our history, probably because he really lit up our world with stories. I can remember that when I went to secondary school I was the only one in the class who knew all the dates of the kings and queens from Henry VII to Anne. He drummed that data into us, but I don’t  remember ever feeling that I was under pressure to learn, it was just something we did to please him. 

I don’t think practical activities, projects or assemblies came into our education back then, But lessons were in classes or 50+ students sitting at desks in pairs, all looking towards the front of the class and the blackboard… Mr Adlam really brought the stories to life, and stories of torture, murder, divorce and battles really seemed so exciting to us all.’ 
HP/P53/HiE98 Infant/Junior + Sec. Mod. Ashton-in Makerfield, Lancs.

‘I have little recollection of learning history at that time, so nothing exceptional stands out. I enjoyed doing maps. Most of the history seemed about the Norman Conquest 1066. Absolutely no local history was taught at all. It was the start of learning after Romans, angles, Saxons, Normans, and Danes but it was not dealt with any depth.’ 

Did you enjoy history? Yes – but not overly so.

EG/P53/HiE101 Primary, Junior, Grammar (64-8) + Comprehensive (68-70), Doncaster
‘Visits to local church – vase saved during Cromwell’s raids.’ 

Did you enjoy history? Yes – well taught.

JS/P54/HiE89 Infant/primary + grammars, Coventry, Croydon, Northampton
‘We had set reading books which followed a course of study covering different periods of history… not studied in chronological order. I do not remember much about the lessons but I do recall lots of pictures and being encouraged to draw and build models of things.  I was very lucky in the teachers I had and having two parents whose interest in history was wide and who helped me… My parents were from different countries which also provided a different view on historical subjects.  I did enjoy history because I found it so interesting and I was an avid reader. History provided me with facts which I could build on and 2which could be discussed and analysed. I was a child who wanted to know the reason for things and why events happened and what they led to.’’ 
PC/P54/HiE96 Infant/juniors + Sec. Mod., Barnsley
‘I learned about the romans in Britain as well as the Danes and Vikings. I do not recall going on trips of visits on history. I remember learning about the English civil war and that gave me an interest in family history and what part my ancestors may have played in it.  I always had an interest in the past.’

HM/P54/HiE202 Primary + grammar, Gravesend, Kent
‘I don’t remember specific history lessons as such but I do remember a series of text books that covered both history and geography topics. E.g. life in roman times and how coffee is made. They were in format of picture strips with a couple of lines underneath each picture. I would have been 8-9 then. I enjoyed those books…. School trips – Tower of London and Windsor Castle are the only ones I can remember that related to history at all but I don’t think I was particularly aware of that at the time.’ 

Did you enjoy history?  No recall either way!

CF/P54/HiE93 comprehensive, Epsom
Nothing remembered.

AF/P54/103 Primary/Junior + Grammar, Hull 
‘We didn’t do history as such, but topics. I do remember a brilliant class display on Columbus and his voyages at Cavendish Road, and bits of work on Castles and on World war 2 as a part of these topics, but nothing much else.’
Did you enjoy history?  ‘Most definitely. I was always interested in military history, especially naval history, partly because of reading some of my dad’s books.’
KD/P55/HiE102 Primary + Grammar, Northampton
‘Ladybird books – Florence Nightingale. Cut out books with figures in old-fashioned dress. Tudors and Stuarts. Henry Treece.’

Did you enjoy history? Yes.
 SE/P55/HiE97 Primary + Grammar, Chigwell, Essex NB INTERVIEWED
‘I have no memories of classroom learning though my school reports show I was “very interested” and kept “an exceptionally good notebook”. I do remember a visit to the Museum of London but no other visits, practical activities, etc. I enjoyed everything about primary school so presumably I enjoyed history!’ 

SK/P56/HiE128 Primaries (Essex, Germany, Bagshot, Farnborough) + Grammar, Aldershot
No recollection whatsoever.

RM/P56/180 Primary Hampshire + Grammar Oswestry, Salop.

‘I remember learning about the Tudors by reading around the classroom… We went to visit the Tudor house in Southampton. I did enjoy history – but I cannot think why.’
GA/P56/HiE199 Primary + Grammar, Leeds
‘We studied history from the Roman invasion of Britain to the Tudor era . Some of the primary schools teachers were obviously more interested in the topic than others and would over-extend lessons to incorporate their pet subject. One teacher in particular sticks out in my mind as an Elizabethan enthusiast and taught us a lot of detail, including a glossary of words in common use in the Tudor period.  History extended into art, where I remember painting pictures and drawing historical figures. We also incorporated sites of historical interest when we embarked on geography field trips. I thoroughly enjoyed history, I think I had a strong sense of history before I attended school but my early education helped encourage this. Good teachers really stirred my interest in the past.’
HK/P56/HiE85 Primary + Grammar, Littleborough, Lancs.
‘I don’t remember learning much history – I learnt more from BBC and Hollywood films. Visit to Speke Hall, Liverpool. I have always liked history.’ 
PB/P56/HiE175 Primary + Grammar, West Sussex
We were taught an understanding of British history. IO remember learning about Canute turning back the waves and Alfred burning the cakes right through to Tudors + Stuarts. I remember at the top end of primary school doing a project on Elizabeth Fry – my mother gave me a book ‘English women’ by Edith Sitwell. 

I enjoyed learning about how other people lived.

AS/P56/HiE205 Primary + Grammar, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
I have few strong memories of history at primary school.  Historical stories featured strongly in our English comprehension books – things like the life of Nelson and Florence Nightingale, and Edward Jenner and the story of smallpox vaccination stick out for some reason, and George Stephenson’s Rocket as he was a local hero (no relation).  As we lived right beside Hadrian’s Wall – and passed bits of it on the way to and from school -, we did the Romans regularly, but I don’t think primary school ever took us to Vindolanda, or any other historical sites for that matter.

The class library also had lots of books about history – there was a series about different twins. Some lived in other countries or other time periods, including a pair who lived in the States during the war of 1812, and Afrikaners in the Boer War.   We once put on a play about the history of the Sacred Heart nuns, covering the French revolution and their missions to Canada to work with Red Indians – as I had dark hair I had to be painted brown for the purpose, it took ages to wash off.

I loved the stories, but I liked everything at primary school except for events involving exercise.

AG/P58/HiE192 Primary/Junior + Grammar, Romford, Essex
Really can’t remember. 

Did you enjoy history? I expect I did because my parents were so interested in History we spent very Sunday choosing a different place to visit. They believed that education was for life and that you did not have to go to school to study.’

MS/P58/HiE196 Infants/Junior + Grammar, Medway towns, Kent
‘Some local history – Kent and the Romans, Vikings, Iron Age etc. Some odd pieces on personalities, e.g. Scott of the Arctic (sic). Used the Unstead History series in Junior School – so some chronology but very limited – and I had my own copy of the book at home which I read. I have little memory of any developed history – possibly the odd project. Trips did include Greenwich Observatory, Canterbury Cathedral. 

Did you enjoy history?  Yes, very much so, but much of this may have reflected my family’s interests and the trips etc we had together. I was brought up on castles and books.’

ME/P59/HiE177 Primary + Grammars, Hayes, Middx. and Whitby, N Yorks.

‘I remember a general course, especially bronze age and Roman. Don’t remember any visits from school, though my parents took me to many places, including Verulamuim, Windsor and London.’

Did you enjoy history? Yes, but I can’t place why I enjoyed it. Probably because I’ve never been very good at science or maths, and I had a good memory for facts and dates.’
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