Summary of Teacher Interviews – technology in the classroom
The 1960s and early 1970s

EHoulder pp. 12-13 At the time I was quite thrilled if we had a slide projector.  At Featherstone we actually had a movie projector, ex-Forces surplus but a proper one.  And we could set up a room as a cinema and hire films, which we did…. We also splashed out on tape recorders…. Reel-to-reel to begin with, but way back in the early 70s when the cassette ones came in, I realised you could actually keep one of those over your shoulder and run it on batteries, and that’s when I sent out some fifth-form girls to record Miss Alexander, the last surviving witness of the Featherstone Massacre of 1892, who saw this happening at the age of 12 and described it, and as it turned out to be a seminal moment for the foundation of the Labour Party; it was very big in Featherstone history.  And she lived in the same street as the school, it was wonderful.  And in fact, I went back and made my own recording later, but they’re now in National Archives. 

JDClare p.7 C. had these tapes which I got, which I still possess and which I recently got transcribed, of miners talking about the coming of the nationalisation, these rough voiced miners talking, and the clock ticking in the background, lovely. And you’d sit down and listen… Of course, in those days, listening to a tape was as exciting as watching a singing and dancing multimedia computer presentation nowadays. I mean, you could sort of put on a tape recorder and the children would sit transfixed for hours and made notes. It was very, very exciting and modern teaching was that. 

pp.8-9 I used to use the old reel to reel movies, used those quite a lot, it was quite a skill to be able to thread them through. I remember being invited into the classroom of the teacher next door, who was showing one of these reel to reel movies, and he said, “John, there seems to be something wrong with this”, and he’d managed to thread his through the machine, but he’d forgotten to attach it on to the wind-on spool at the back, so it was just pouring out of the back of the machine, and he’d been having children collecting it in their hands as it came through. And by the time it had reached four children with their arms full of movie reel, he decided to send for me to ask what was going wrong. I became quite famous at my school because … I was the bright young man in the school, … who knew how to set this up. So I ended up being called out to lessons all over the school for all these aged teachers, “Set this up for me John”. “Oh yes”, I said, “it’s very easy, back to front and right way round”. 

The 1980s

JHite p. 9 The wider access to the photocopier was a Godsend, because bandas, even if you have the colour version were very … limited in what you could do….  So … when one had basically free access to a photocopier and … once you got the master, you could produce large numbers. 

LTurner pp.22-25 We used to use bandas all the time because we couldn’t photocopy anything and we didn’t have any books, but we used to do quite creative things on the bandas… my table at home was always covered in pink, green and blue.  (laughter)… And, you know, all the fumes used to come out and you were quite high by the time you left the room. RS: I’ve still got cupboards full [of] the Banda things, essays I haven’t quite chucked away from my A-level, mainly
LTurner: I used to use a lot of film strips.  But that’s a long time ago.  (Laughing) RS: We had some photographs from the Imperial War Museum…. Slides.  They’re really good.

LTurner: I still use them and … I want to try and put them onto the [IT] system because they’re excellent.  And I do think that we have a lot of old television programmes which are no good now, but they’re actually much better quality than some of the things we have now.
Contemporary Classrooms
RSnow: They have all this new, what we call the ‘Melanie’ programmes, interactive and there’s information overload.  The kids don’t know where they’re looking, what they’re supposed to do, and although it must look… the history’s very good, it’s great for me because I can follow it, but the kids just get lost because they just zip around all the time.  They don’t know what the chronology or sense of anything is.

LTurner: Some of those old television programmes were excellent at covering a topic well.  I mean, the castle one is fantastic, isn’t it? The medieval town… and Arkwright, but they’re ancient.  It just doesn’t appeal to the kids today…. It’s not colourful.  It’s the pace…. I use BBC a lot, the Learning Zone. Clip Bank, Teachers’ TV.  But we take clips off old videos, don’t we, and things, cut them down. RS: I don’t show those longer… you know, in the past I might show a whole programme.  Nowadays, it’s more 10, 15 minutes of it…. Whereas they’d be happy, almost content to watch it for 25 minutes or half an hour if you broke it… but now…

RSnow p. 21 I like doing my ‘find the images’ and the Powerpoints, and I like that strong image up on the board, whether it’s a cartoon or whatever.  I do spend a lot of time trying to find those visual sources to help me structure my lessons. LT: And it is great to have a great big board where everybody can see. 

How do you use the electronic whiteboard?
LTurner: I just use it for sources, really, and structure of lessons…. We need more training.  RSnow: I would love to be able to use it as attractively as other people do, but it’s not in my… you know, I’m not great at IT.  So although we’ve been trained once, … I don’t use the interactive nature of it as fully as I should do.
DHughff p. 9 The one thing that we find hard is using ICT.  I think that’s supposed to be the thing that turns the kids on, and I find that a lot harder to use.  All the kids have their own computers, but … I think it creates more problems with the technology…. because the technology that the kids have is moving forward more quickly than the technology that the schools has, so for example every kid in the school has their own little laptop and they bring it to each lesson.  But my wireless will work brilliantly if there’s three kids working on it.  If there are more than that the system struggles to cope.  
SBishop p.20 I use the projector for any sources we’re looking at as a class, if necessary going on the internet, I will use packages that we’ve bought, there’s one called BoardWorks that we use. … [Video is] lovely to have, it beats the TV in the corner of the room, which you still have in a couple of classrooms here.  But it is something great, but it’s money to maintain it and that’s the issue…. I think [the students] quite like seeing things up on the board, but I think it’s across the entire subject range.  They think, ‘Oh, it’s going to be more exciting than usual’.  And that’s got to be good.  

Do they use computers a lot in their work in history?
Yes and no.  Where we can … we do try and get the computer rooms, but there’s not many and … normally pre-booked for certain departments to use them….   But the students use IT widely in their own work, and it’s something that very impresses me about young people today, it’s very natural to them.
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