Summary of Teacher Interviews – Trips and aids to learning
EHinde p.10  Went to places like the Public Record Office.  Guess what they loved most?  Guy Fawkes’ signatures before and after torture.  [laughs]  Yes, they liked Public Record Office.  Geffrye Museum.  That was a very good place because… you were encouraged to sort of almost dress up… .  V&A.  The London Museum, particularly, that was another extremely good one.  And funnily enough, that’s really where I appreciated the use of worksheets, which I hadn’t come across very much, but they always did it, the London Museum, suggested things that they should look out for.  I’d always done that, but I’d never done it in the form of a worksheet…. They used to love going there.  I remember taking my own form down to Penshurst Place on a day when it wasn’t open for the public and we had a picnic out in the grounds and I said, ‘Now, we’re going into somebody’s house, we’ve got to be ever so smart’. And they all brushed themselves down, they all lined up and they all marched in, and they were so well behaved that afterwards the … I don’t know who she was, one of the guides or whatever said, ‘Did you say these children came from inner London?’  So I said, ‘Yes, they did’.  And she said, ‘Well they were so well behaved and they addressed everybody as madam’.  And I said, ‘Well yes, they do’.  [laughs]  They did, I mean we were all called madam at school and it made a vivid impression on this lady…. Obviously if they hadn’t been to the Tower, we went there.  We went to – where else – oh, Hampton Court of course. … I went to Warren Wood in Rochester.  Again, secondary modern girls.  Absolute doddle compared [laughing] with London.  I had a nickname of the ‘Sergeant Major’ to start with. 
EHoulder pp. 9-10 It’s ready-made success, in a way, because if you can talk about places the kids know, and put a time emphasis onto it, they suddenly realise that where they are actually has a history, in some cases going back 2,000 years, in the case of a Roman road.  And it went across the fields behind the school, and I could show them it on aerial photographs…. I tend to forget the difficult bits like having to have another colleague with you, a female colleague if you’re a man with a mixed class, and things like that.  Only we didn’t always bother about that, in those days, nobody else did.  And you have to talk about safety, because there was a railway crossing.  But of course, it was not a problem in those days.  Nowadays, I’m sure the kids’d all have to have luminous jackets or something, wouldn’t they? No problem then.  And of course, you had to clear it with the head, and in the early days you didn’t even have to actually give him advanced notice.  I could just say, “I’m taking the class out this afternoon.”

p. 11 Industrial archaeology, …was very fashionable in the 60s.  Somebody had just invented it, and I liked it, as you’d imagine, because of the fieldwork element.  And we took children out and did actual work.  [At] Featherstone … we helped to restore an old water mill.  And I had an article in the Times Ed. about that.  
On using/making slides
It was way back in the early days of the Archaeological Society.  I saw these speakers bring in slides and I thought, “Now, that’s very useful”, so I sort of jumped on the bandwagon and started doing it myself.  The tragedy, in a way, is that of course I had to leave them in the various schools when they pay for the film.

PADawson p. 8 When the Head of Department left, I think I would run the department for two years or three years maybe and I decided that possibly we would do Roman history because we had Hadrian’s Wall nearby…. And we would go for a whole weekend.  Again it was still CSE and we travelled in school meals vans, wouldn’t be allowed that these days, no seat belts,… sitting sideways on.  … The children cooked the food before we went; they made cheese and onion pies to take for the first night, and we took them on great trays.  My husband would drive one van and possibly another teacher another van, and we stayed in Lanercost Primary School.  We slept on the floor in sleeping bags, got fish and chips the second night from a local fish and chip shop, and just went along the wall looking at – you know right to Chesters Fort, back to Housesteads, making notes, looking at things and the children were involved and they loved it, absolutely loved it.

pp.15-16 Impact of school reorganisation and GCSE on trips
We didn’t actually do a great deal of – we did very few field trips in those days because again we were, it was a new school struggling to get our heads above water.

This is from 1984?

Yes, very, very few field trips.  Not as many as I’d done in the 60s actually.  Because again it was exams – there were new exams, it [the school] was exam-orientated as well.
The Value of Textbooks
p. 13 I wish we’d had more sources actually.  When I was teaching in the 1960s you didn’t, you had very few primary sources other than doing a lot of research yourself, which you didn’t have time for.  And then literally, in my, you know, in the 1980s when I was teaching, loads and loads of sources in the next textbooks which were fantastic.  
p.15 because I wanted the best experience for my pupils, I seem to be constantly preparing worksheets or material because the textbooks were just so boring…. [Video] was just coming in as I took time out when my son was born….  When it came in towards the end of my period in the first school … all we had basically to produce anything different was the gestetner and the banda machine, and I used those constantly.

When you returned to work in the, was it late 70s? Did you find it was different, you know with TVs and videos?
Oh yes, that was fantastic, yes…. They were very, very useful if you had a long period of teaching a double lesson with again children who were struggling to concentrate.  Particularly for GCSE, it was GCSE, I used to have last two lessons on a Friday afternoon a group of 22 bottom set pupils and in that group 19 were great, big strapping 14/15/16 year old lads.  To get them to concentrate for a double lesson was very difficult, so I would use the video for … the last 20 minutes or something like that.

JDClare pp.19-20 
I’ve never really used textbooks, I’ve always gone and done my own thing, and what you do is, you send off for a whole raft of inspection copies and then you just photocopy the bits you want, and you pinch this from here and that from there, and you put them together into your lesson. I think that’s the correct way to do it, but we’d all go desperately bankrupt very quickly if every teacher did that. And all over the country there are these tremendously creative teachers doing this, building their own lessons. And that’s what they should do, because it should be built for their individual classes with their individual classes in mind. But then you get a whole load of teachers who, for reasons of lack of confidence or perhaps lack of training, or perhaps, like me, they’ve moved subjects, they like the security of a textbook, and a textbook is a security for them. And I think there are large numbers of teachers who will… I mean, this is out of date now, but I’m still producing the modern equivalents to accompany these series, and what they do is, they say, I’ve got to teach, what shall I teach, the next lesson in the book is… And here are the teaching ideas, and I think that’s a good one, that’ll work with my children, and they use these materials. And so they go through the textbooks with the children. 

Contemporary extra-curricular history
DHughff p. 10 It’s very easy to end up doing chalk and talk, which we have to do sometimes.  GCSE is very much like that.  But it’s keeping the kids turned on, doing little projects, for example my year nine top kids are going out to the local primary school just around the corner, and they’re going to be teaching the kids about Trincomalee, the ship that’s in the Museum of Hartlepool. [They] go to there, actually teach a lesson, take the little kids round the ship, which is going to be very, very interesting, five and six year olds going up and down steps and that, then going back and doing a follow-up lesson.  So the kids are going to do the teaching…. And they’re getting themselves into it, and the little group that we’ve got have done fantastic.  Some of them are going back to their old school, some have never been there, and we’re going to do that around all the schools in Hartlepool with the top set, and we’re going to try to roll that out every single year, develop the links with the primaries.  But the kids are learning something from it because they’re having to plan, they’re having to think of the audience, they’re having to do something that’s not strictly National Curriculum, but something that will certainly help the history skills and something that will help the literacy skills. 
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