Teachers: Memories of being taught History

1920s born teachers
PC/T22/HiE2 born 1922. Public School. Taught Sec Mod + GS, later teacher trainer + examiner. NB only taught 1948-1953. 

“Conventional. Preparation for School Certificate ie cramming. Period: Tudors & Stuarts”.
MP/T24/HiE1 born 1924. PS + GS. Taught 1946-84. GS, GS/Comp.

“”Chalk and (good) talk plus textbooks. In VI form for Higher School Certificate benefitted from very small classes & some one to one coaching & private study time”.
RL/T27/HiE5 born 1927. GS. Taught 1951 – 1967 at Sec Mod; Comp; 2 x Sec Mod. Then County History Inspector, with special brief to develop school use of Record Office sources. Chief examiner CSE History etc.
“Chronological Stone-Age to 1785-1914 (examination years).

“British only, Saxons –late 18C.”

CH/T28/HiE4 born 1928. PS + GS. Taught PS.
 “At Primary School – remember Globe with Pink markings showing countries ‘we owned’. We stood in school yard on Empire Day, and saluted the flag. We sand ‘What is the meaning of Empire Day’ conducted by the Head Master”.
1930s born Teachers

JM/T30/HiE15 born 1930. PS, (+ 1 short stint at private PS), GS. Taught Sec Mods, 1955-59. Sec Tech School, 1959-1963. Then moved to educational administration.
“I cannot remember much about any History Teaching at the [primary] schools”.

“I was always in the top 3 in the History exams in the first 5 years [of GS]. I took History in School Certificate in 1947 and was graded ‘very good’. I took History Principal in Higher School Certificate in 1949. I obtained a pass

English History – Stuart Period

European History – 800-1494.

“The History teaching was traditional but there was a History Society which I joined. I was a member of a Sixth Form team which took part in a BBC Quiz in 1948 against Mount St Joseph RC Grammar School, Bolton.

“I remember cycling to see battlefield at Towton. We went on outings Richmond castle, Easby Abbey, Fountains Abbey etc York Castle Museum.

“I remember my History Teacher Mr Fisher with affection even though he once boxed my ears for talking in ?lines!!”

EC/T31/HiE11 born 1931, El School + Convent GS. Taught Comprehensive, 1955-1989.

“In the infants school stories told by the teacher. 

In the convent use of text books primarily, and dictated notes.”
KW/T31/HiE6 born 1931, Pre-prep, prep school. Various as evacuee. Private. Taught GS, 6th form college, tertiary college, 1954-1992.

“I remember little of it for School Certificate. Then, 1944-46, it was chalk, talk & dictated notes – an unvaried & unimaginative approach”.
“At Higher School Certificate there were a new teacher, some discussion, an active History Society, but still largely dictated & duplicated notes & essays – again a pretty unvaried diet, 1946-48.

“After 4 years on English & European History 1815-1914, it was a great relief to study C16-17th history on y own, writing 5/6 essays a week in preparation for Cambridge Entrance exams, Sept-Dec 1948.

EP/T31/HiE120 born 1931, El school + GS. Taught Public & GS, 1955-1991.

“Primary Infants : no history taught.
“Primary Elementary: no history taught. A poster, culled from ‘Pictorial Education’, featured Piers Plowman and the Medieval Field System. It was pinned on the wall of one of the classrooms”

Secondary school – “Topics were based on chapter headings in one textbook for the first four years but we progressed to three textbooks in the Fifth Form (ie two covering British History and one European History from 1789 to 1914). First year: the Ancient World, particularly the Romans, and the Medieval World. There was an increased concentration on British History, especially from 1485.”
“Notes were dictated regularly. A routine was the reading of a chapter for homework, with a ‘slip-test’ on rough paper issued by the teacher. Sometimes we had to pass our papers to class-mates for checking; sometimes the teachers collected the papers and personally marked the out of class. Oral teaching with discussion of the narrative was presented. VIth Form: topics were divided into sections and we had to present, individually, ‘lecturettes’ to class-mates for discussion.”

“I liked topics involving illustration eg the course of the Spanish Armada, with reasons for its failure. I enjoyed VIth Form essay work, especially on 18th century English History, with wider reading eg Cambridge Modern & volumes of Lecky.”

“Much depended on the different ‘sparkle’ of individual masters. We had, for one lesson, a different master who, without a note, scintillated on the life and death of Mary, Queen of Scots: a performance worthy of AJP Taylor!”
“Books predominated, especially (in VIth form) JM Thompson’s ‘Lectures’, the Cambridge Modern History). At School Certificate Level (ie pre O level arrival) we were impressed by the skill of Denis Rich’s illustrated text-book on post 1789 European History. Sources of history; not varied!”

EJ/T32/HiE8 born 1932, PS + GS. Taught Comp (originally Sec Mod), 1961-1990.

“Very formal reading ‘round the class’ and homework questions.” [See also his Pupil Questionnaire]

HS/T33/HiE10 born 1933. GS. Taught Sec Mod, Comp, FE, 1958-1989.
“Formal chalk & talk”.

AE/T34/HiE19 born 1934. GS, Bradford. Taught GS; Comps, 1957-1987.

“Mostly text books, reading, note-taking, some discussion.”
LH/T35/HiE18 born 1935. PS, private school, GS. Taught GS, Comp, GS, Comp; Comp, 1958-1992.

“Mostly dictated notes”.

PJ/T35/HiE12 born 1935. PS + GS. Taught Direct Grant; 6th form college; Independent; 1958-95.
“I suppose it would be called formal, at grammar school we wrote essays every week, illustrated if we wished. We started with pre-history (British mainly) then Roman, Saxons, Normans, medieval, Tudors & Stuarts, 18th C. Social history then ‘O’ Level British & European 1815-1914 then A level 16C + 17C.”
EH/T36/HiE16 born 1936. PS, Independent school, GS. Taught Sec. Mods. 1957-1985. N.B. INTERVIEWED
“Mostly very didactic- lots of note-taking, little “real” teaching until the sixth form”.
MA/T36/HiE119 born 1936. Village, private & PS, GS. Taught at Sec Mod, GS; Comps, 1962-1992.
“At T’s [GS], we worked from textbooks and were stimulated by filmstrips and episcopes to produce imaginative work and research”. (NB Also filled in ‘Pupil’ form and sent in 3rd/4th year exercise book).
JB/T38/HiE17 June Beacher, born 1938. GS, Brighton. Taught GS; private schools; 1960-1999.

“Chronological history of England up to 1914 plus some European history using text books.”

IK/T38/HiE14 born 1938. PS + GS. Taught GSs; private schooL; Comp; 1961-1998.

Teaching was “Mainly based on text books and essay writing with more discussion in the Sixth Form”. [also did Pupil form]

PH/T38/HiE13 born 1938. PS + Direct Grant.Taught GSs; Comp; 1960-1989. University Education Dept (p-t) 1990-94.
“Very traditional ‘chalk & talk’, take plenty of notes, hear plenty of stories”.

DG/T39/HiE9 born 1939. PS, El School, GS. Taught PS; GS; GS; 1962-1999.
“Narrative and occasional text books” [see also his Pupil form].

