TEACHERS’ MEMORIES - OWN HISTORICAL EDUCATION
Teachers born in the 1940s
IJ/T40/HiE33 Grammar (51-8), degree (58-61) – PGCE (61-2)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

We had some lively teachers—spinsters of a certain age--- but great fun. They knew their history. In the early years the focus was on telling the stories of history. Reading the text book copying notes from the black board. There was enough discussion on why things happened, the motives of historical characters and ‘empathy’ (unknown at the time!) to make things interesting. I remember discussion about Peel betraying his party when he accepted the need to repeal the Corn Laws. We were all Labour party children and the idea of going against the party line seemed terrible then even to us. 

The issues to do with industrialisation and the trade unions were all very vivid to us and have remained so – so we must have been well taught. I even enjoyed the Eastern Question! 

For O level we used Richards and Hunt and I still have a copy on my bookshelf. I can still find the precise page for a particular topic. At A level the teacher introduced topics and we worked on them ourselves using the text book. I don’t remember much guidance. The syllabus was French Revolution and 19th century European History and 19th century British (really English) History. I loved it all – I still have a frisson over Garibaldi and the Thousand and the Unification of Italy. (We used Grant and Temperley).
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I did a history degree in Leeds and met my husband at university—we wanted to get married and needed to earn money. Teaching was a good career for a woman in 1961 ( there was equal pay with men) and it really never occurred to me to do anything else. But I did love my subject and thought I could enthuse other people.

I think if I was graduating today I might do something else—but I don’t regret my decision.

How did your training influence your teaching?

I don’t think it did much. There was no real discussion on methods of teaching or how to keep order. I think my teaching was most influenced by colleagues later in school. I worked for years with one colleague and we supported each other and tried new things. We were self critical and realistic about methods, courses and approaches which were successful.
EH/T40/HiE28 Primary + Sec. Mod. + Grammar at 13. –Training College (59-61), College of Ed. (68-9)
N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school? 

The teaching at Sec mod was excellent; proper expositional teaching – no projects etc. Inspirational. At Grammar it was largely dictation of notes on political history – boring in the extreme.

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I joined the local archaeological society in 1957 (am now Chairman!). Discovered – with reading & television too – the fascination of real history and how to participate in genuine research both in the field and documentary. Decided to train as a history teacher and introduce children - secondary – to archaeology.

How did your training influence your teaching?

 I had inspirational tutors at both establishments. All encouraged my interest in archaeology. In addition, I worked as an archaeologist/photographer on digs including Sutton Hoo, during the summer holidays.

PW/T40/HiE36 State primary + Grammar – trained at College for Mature Students (no years given but teaching commenced 1979)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

None at primary level

Very formal and non-interactive at secondary level.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I went to college as a mature student having very little interest in History. However, the History Department was very strong with some excellent tutors and they inspired me.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It made me realise that History was a superb, vibrant subject for children to learn and inspired me to bring it to life for them.

JF/T41/HiE20 Grammar (52-60) – PGCE (65-6)
Style of history teaching at school
Formal.

Why become a history teacher?
Read history at University.

Influence of training
Very widely based course – teaching practice useful.
PD/T41/HiE124 Infant/Junior + Grammar (47-53) –Univ (60-3), PGCE (63-4) N.B. INTERVIEWED
Style of history teaching at school
The old, traditional grammar school. Chalk + talk!

Why become a history teacher?
I loved history but I wanted to change the way it was taught.
Influence of training
I loved my degree course at L Univ.. I hated the teacher training course – too much theory and no attempt to teach us how to teach history.

TM/T41/HiE135 Infant/Junior + Grammar (52-60) –College of Ed. (60-4)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Chalk and talk. I have completed a pupil questionnaire

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I enjoyed history at every stage from my first years and through GCE and A and S levels. I had reasonable success. 

I did Latin and French also at A level and of the three History was my preference. 

I did not achieve my primary objective to read history at a provincial university (Durham 1st choice). I learnt that I could take a BA General degree externally of London University which included history. I added another subject when I took the external London (BA) degree in History; French and English in 1964. The papers in history were: English Political from the Reformation; European History from 1500; English Economic History from the Romans.

How did your training influence your teaching?

I was introduced to audio-visual methods of presentation and recording of historical information – although the technology was basic, the equipment (especially cine-projectors) was not easy to manage. The college had a student a-v assistant who provided a brief course in managing the equipment. I was introduced to filmstrip and I became aware through a colleague that use of 35 mm colour transparencies added an enlightening dimension to a presentation – hence I became alert to history around us. I elicited a 35mm camera as a birthday present from my parents and from then on sought out places to visit where I could collect appropriate visuals for my teaching. I started in my home town with pictures of the textile mills and their locations – as Soc-Econ history was one of our degree papers and an aspect I could see figuring in my teaching of the C18th/19th. Further I collected pictures of any historical/architectural interest in locations I visited.

The dreaded Banda and cyclo-style hand-outs were used and commended. (The ante-diluvial Powerpoint presentation!)

The “history trip” was presented as a useful spur to raising interest in the matter taught. ( a precursor of SHP’s “History around us” !) with an extended relevance into later adult cultural interests. We went on a trip to the South Downs which was organised rather like a school history trip – as an example of what we might do. Our writing up and answering exam questions about visits were seen as a major recognition and qualification that the lessons were learnt. 

I don’t recall lectures or discussion on syllabus content ie what should be included and/or examined or how. I think now (ie retrospectively) it was assumed that there was a history curriculum common throughout all schools – the exception being the variety of  ‘O’ and ‘A’ Level syllabuses as options.
Teaching from pictures – through a process of oral and written Q and A – was advocated – and a method I found very effective – whether the pictures were on the wall (Macmillan History Pics) or to be found in the then rather arid texts.

My own history education at that time – preparing for the degree exams – was a continuation of the type of teaching I had had in the 6th form – although there were occasions when as individuals we had to make a presentation of an aspect of the issues under discussion. I wrote lots of essays.
Consequently I came away with approach to teaching my own charges only slightly modified from what I had experienced facing the blackboard– viz – Chalk and talk with the oases of a-v and trips and visits. 

School practices were an important element in our training – but the practices I found in the schools in which I did teaching practice (tp)   (Juniors; Comp; a Sec Mod and Grammar) were no more varied than I had experienced previously. In fact they reinforced my perception of what was expected of me. (I recall one grammar school teacher marking and scoring mock A level History papers – by impression marking. I was surprised to be told he had no marking scheme.) I do admit to the possibility that I wasn’t a very enlightened student. (I was very active in my college student union and in college teams). If I recall correctly most of my tps (teaching practices) were in boys’ schools. This gave me some problems of adjustment when I made my first “career” move as I was anxious about teaching mixed sex classes.

ER/T42/HiE121  Private (47-50) Direct Grant (51-60) –Univ. (61-5), PGCE (65-6)
Style of history teaching at school
Excellent + inspirational – made to think and analyse problems.

Why become a history teacher?
Great interest in history – undecided between law, Foreign Office, British Council – but opted for teaching as wanted to be in London after 4-year Hons. Degree in Scotland – so decided to give it a try.

Influence of training
Incredibly poor practical training (Mr Burston, Head of Dept. lived in Reform Club + unmarried – last taught in small independent school in Somerset!). The History Dept under the extraordinary Mr Burston, was mostly very weak and useless re the practicalities of teaching ; we had 1 lecture on conveying a set period ,18thcentury if I remember correctly! Provided we learnt up Burston's book all about the Phlosophy of History, it was not difficult to pass. (Most of us had studied the Philosophy etc in our degrees)

However in the Dept  , Dr James Henderson was the only source of inspiration; he was very keen on World History and was given 1 slot , last thing Fri am , when he took a topic and really demonstrated how to teach about it .  It was always packed out with students from other subjects as he was so interesting.Later I worked with him on various aspects of world history teaching, I think in conjunction with the Historical Association, then quite thriving. At his request, I used to go and give a talk to the PGCE Historians on Sixth Form teaching-----AL[evel] and general. He and Burston were not friends I remember!

Another bad memory is that I wrote an essay on Race Relations as the variety of races in London impressed me after A Univ., and Miss B who marked it, dismissed it as "Irrelevant"!!

The experience of Teaching Practice was appalling and in fact out of my Group of 11, I think only 3 of  us chose to go on and  actually teach,--a dreadful indictment of our year and waste of taxpayers money etc! Of course then, there were so many other openings unlike today.

SF/T43/HiE134 Grammar (54-59) – College of Ed. (71-75)
Style of history teaching at school
Traditional 1950s chalk and talk; answering questions; use of standard textbooks, strong emphasis on presentation and handwriting.

Why become a history teacher?
Always wanted to teach, BUT it went away for a bit when I left school at 16 after O-levels. Worked as Secretary in a good job for 12 years, then desire to teach resurfaced. Gave up job and went to Training College.

1971-4 Teaching Certificate

1974-5 B.Ed.

While full-time teaching did a taught Master’s degree King’s College, London 1980-2

Influence of training
I gained very good experience from the 3 teaching practices (1 per year of course). Learned necessity for organisation and preparation – lots of experience in designing learning schemes and worksheets – good history tutors stressed importance of historical knowledge.

RW/T43/HiE31 Primary + Independent (52-9), sixth form at Grammar (59-61) –Training College (61-4)
Style of history teaching at school
From a young child, we went as a family and visited sites of historic (sic) interest. These visits created a love and enthusiasm for history and one of my favourite trips was to Dudley Castle & Zoo. When I was at school, history was essentially as passive subject. The teacher talked, the students listened and took notes. I can’t remember whether we did any history homework. Having said this, I was lucky to have two very inspired history teachers (1 male & 1 female) in secondary school and they brought the subject to life.

Why become a history teacher?
I had not ambition to be a teacher, let alone be a history teacher. It was almost by accident that I trained as a primary school teacher. I was trained to be a general teacher. Although my chosen subjects were Geography and History. Again I was lucky to have two inspired lecturers leading these courses providing me with a good grounding in both subjects.  Both subjects required extended essays in the final year and for history I wrote an account of the Cuban Crisis, which happened during my second year at college and for Geography, one of my three essays was  piece of historical geography; an account of the development of a small Oxfordshire village.

Influence of training
My year was the second of the then, new 3 year training courses and at a time when child-centred education was becoming accepted as the way to organise teaching. At the centre of child-centred education was the idea of involving the child practically in their education – ‘I do and I understand’ summed up the approach. This idea became the central platform of my teaching for the next forty or so years, although it became more difficult to implement in later years with the demands of the National Curriculum. 
RW/T45/HiE23 Infant/Junior + Grammar (55-62) – College of Ed. (62-5) N.B. INTERVIEWED
Style of history teaching at school
Variable at Junior School, it was told as stories. Excellent at Grammar School.
Why become a history teacher?
I taught in Infants/First and also a Junior School so didn’t have much choice, but we did a lot of history in my classes.
Influence of training
A brilliant lecturer made you think.
SS/T45/HiE34 Primary + Direct Grant (56-63) – Univ. (63-6), PGCE (66-7), PhD (2002-8)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Very traditional lecturing/students making notes.  We started at Stone Age and worked through to the nineteenth century for ‘O’ Level with a compulsory Welsh History element.  ‘A’ level was 1485-1688 English and European, all lectures and essays, but it was a popular subject with a group of about sixteen.  I had the same teacher for six years.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Fascination with the subject, desire to pass it on, plus the fact I was getting married and wanted a family.  Only teaching at that time could combine everything.  There was very little scope in the 1960s other than teaching that would allow you to stay with the subject.  I had run Brownies etc. and liked working with children.

How did your training influence your teaching?

University broadened the scope of my History while retaining my interest; the PGCE course was very practical and equipped you to survive on a classroom.

MP/T45/HiE29 Primary + Grammar (57-64) – Univ. (64-7), Open Univ. (74-7)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Teacher led, topic based at primary school.

Teacher led, syllabus based at grammar school. Lectures in VIth form + discussions

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Inspired by parents’ love of history and one of my teachers at grammar school, with

whom I am still in frequent contact. My own love of the subject made me want to

teach – I never really considered any other profession.
How did your training influence your teaching? 

It encouraged me to seek to pass on my love of history to my students. The Open University course enabled me to reach the full 100% of pupils academically, with its emphasis on reading development and management.

GB/T46/HiE26 Grammar (57-64) –Univ. (64-7), PCSE (67-8)
Style of history teaching at school
Traditional

Why become a history teacher?
Love of history/ interest in working with children.

Influence of training
Little specific in the course relating to history – most use was the term (13 weeks) spent at a Liverpool comprehensive on teaching practice.

RG/T46/HiE136 Private Schools (51-64) – College of Ed. (81-2)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Didactic, notes on the board

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Continued enjoyment of history myself and the convenience of the teaching career for mothers with children.
How did your training influence your teaching?  

Contact with other teachers was the most influential factor.  One in particular was most helpful on teaching practice and then when I went to work at his school, continued to help with advice and samples of successful strategies. 
BB/T46/HiE127 Infant/Junior + Comprehensive – degrees from Univ. (65-8) and Univ. (68-71)

What styles of history teaching did you experience at school?

No history at all in primary school dominated by 11+

Secondary shaped by narrative, chronology, note-giving/taking, question and answer, incredibly limited class discussion. Traditional content with ancient, British & European predominating. 
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I decided to become a teacher on my second day at primary school; history was always by far my best subject and I knew I’d end up teaching it from about age 12. The older I got the more I saw a career teaching history as a wonderful prospect. 

Where did you train and when? 

I did not train but taught the history PGCE at University of L. 1996 – 2001. That was a form of training. I have history degrees from C. Univ. (1968) and Y. Univ. (1971). I entered teaching on completion of my research.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Whilst studying at York I worked (in my spare time) for the Schools Council General Studies Project in KM School, run by Robert Irvine Smith and Dick Lord. They powerfully influenced my ideas by emphasising resource-based learning (we had a digital storage and retrieval system long before the computer) and conceptual rather than narrative choices of subject, 

LC/T47/HiE39 Junior + Grammar/Tech – London University General External Degree
Style of history teaching at school
Old-fashioned style – stories and write-ups.

Why become a history teacher?
I did a General Degree then taught my three subjects – English/French + History.

Influence of training
I developed more of an enquiring mind.

NT/T47/HiE31 Direct Grant HMC secondary (58-66) – Univ. (degree), Univ. (PGCE)
Style of history teaching at school
Teacher directed exclusively.

Why become a history teacher?
Desire to communicate the wonders of history/ history is a key to understanding society, politics.

Influence of training
Not really.

MB/T47/Hie38 Primary + Grammar (58-65) – College of Ed. (65-8) – later did London external degree, PhD and MEd. Univ.
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

It was mostly taking notes in a rough book as the teacher talked/dictated, then writing them up in “neat books (which I still have!), as homework.

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

The sheer enthusiasm of my history teacher.  I gained a lot from her, which I developed through reading.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Actually, the general “training” was pretty dire.  We had “Education” lectures all about child development but very little that was useful for practical teaching.  I learned more in my first three weeks in a full time job than I did in three years at A (College of Ed.) – although I had a wonderful time there.  My history lecturer there was brilliant – he “talked” to us, rather than dictating notes.  He also made me do “blackboard practice”: my writing on the board was dreadful!  We were allowed to follow our own interests within the limits of the syllabus.  We also did a couple of field trips to actually look at things – Lincoln cathedral, Southwell cathedral and Hadrian’s Wall are some locations I remember.

PD/T47/HiE129 Infants/Primary + Grammar (59-66) – PGCE (69-70).

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Traditional: Unstead ‘Looking at History’ series at Junior.

Textbooks and dictated notes at grammar

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Interest in the subject

Commitment to comprehensive education

Father- UCL History alumnus 1934-was headteacher of the local secondary modern in Dorchester.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Unsure as it was geared to teaching in grammar or “public” schools. Teaching practice helped me to face the realities of the classroom.

TB/T47/HiE32 Primary + Technical High School (58-65) – Univ. (66-9), PGCE (primary ed., 69-70)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

At primary school some of the teachers used an integrated approach – I remember making models in history sessions – I have a photograph of a group of my class mates with the models we had made that year (I am holding a Viking long boat that I had made).  I enjoyed reading, and our reading books were full of stories about historical figures.  Ones that have stuck in my mind are a story about Napoleon Bonaparte as a young artillery officer, another about a French knight Bayard, and the story of Helen Kellor.  (This was reading rather than history).  I think the school had a lot of RJ Unstead’s history books which we used – a powerful mixture of drawings and text.

At secondary school in the lower school we had formal class lessons: the teacher told us “the story”, and then we regurgitated it in writing.  I don’t remember any particular history books being used as course text books.  We did use atlases quite a lot –and we drew maps as well as pictures as part of our work.

For “O” level we did Economic & Social History of the Industrial Revolution.  This was very engaging; the subject matter seemed “relevant” to my life and that of my family.  I was beginning to learn how important history was in understanding people and the societies they create.  We had a very lively young history teacher who worked very hard at engaging us with the subject and his passion was infectious.  The school was a technical school and the subject of the Industrial Revolution resonated with some of the technical subjects I was also studying.

At “A” level we experienced two very different approaches to the subject.  We continued to study the Industrial  Revolution.  We used “real” history books as opposed to school text books; and we even looked at some primary source material later in the course.  Our European history (1648 – 1914) course could not have been taught in a more different way – dictated notes, which the teacher spiced up with salacious stories about the characters we were learning about.  These were unsourced and we did not write them down they were intended as light relief.  The emphasis was very much on learning the story rather than unravelling it.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I decided to be a teacher first.  I was idealistic, and I wanted to do something “useful”.  I was not attracted to anything else. I had gleaned little about the world of work;  up to the age of 22 I had contrived to keep out of the sordid business of earning money – apart from a summer job in a drawing office (remembered mostly for my work mates who were girls!), a couple of stints at the Christmas post, and half a day dressed as a Viking advertising Scandinavian furniture on the streets of Leigh – I had little or no work experience and not much idea of what else I could have done.  I had done a degree in history which seemed to be regarded as useless in employment terms – what else could I do?  Careers advice in the university that I was at was a new thing – the “advisers” did not seem to be any better equipped than I was in their understanding of the workplace and what opportunities their students might be able to grasp.  As soon as I mentioned teaching the adviser considered his job to be done – the die was cast!

How did your training influence your teaching?

Degree: The mix of long period study and patches was very useful.  It introduced me to periods that I had no prior knowledge of.  It also expanded my awareness of the diversity of political and cultural history which I had done little of up to then.  The special subjects that I did were particularly interesting in its use of primary and secondary sources; now, I don’t think it was particularly innovative, but it was relatively new to me.  These special subjects were also interesting in that they stimulated me to think about the interrelationship of various aspects of historical study.  They were also useful in showing me that there was human interest and excitement to be found in what, at first glance, appeared to be rather arid areas of study, and that most exciting of all was the thrill of discovery!  Even if you knew in the back of your mind that other people had been there before.  This mixture of long period study and detailed “patches” made me think about the strengths and weaknesses of the two approaches and value of a synthesis of the two.

Teacher training: I trained as a primary school teacher.  In the late 1960s this meant learning how deliver the mixed-ability teaching of an integrated curriculum.  This was great for me because it meant that there were no worries about developing say practical art work and historical study together.  It also meant that what are now called different learning styles could be catered for, as it allowed for children to respond in different ways to the same learning stimulus.

AR/T48/HiE30 direct grant school (60-66) – trained College of Ed. (PGCE awarded by Univ. of N) 

N.B. INTERVIEWED
Style of history teaching at school
From age 11-13, textbook-based Scottish history. Later, lecturing by one teacher; discussion-based by another.

Why become a history teacher?
In the first instance, I wanted to teach. History was my subject – and it has always been my passion also, as it continues to be over 20 years after learning to teach in a school.

Influence of training
It introduced me to local historical sources, both documentary and environmental.

RB/T48/HiE35 Primary + Grammar (60-8) – Univ. (68-71), PGCE (71-2), Advanced Diploma (80-2), MPhil C Univ. (85-6)
Style of history teaching at school
Much teaching was still based on rote learning the ‘three Rs’ with a strong dose of fairly coercive punishment.   Both at D M (school) and, after 1955 at L (school) I was taught by a succession of interested, thoughtful and responsive women teachers like Miss Davy and especially Miss Gill.  

The approach was a chronological one that ended with the outbreak of war in 1914.  We wrote about what happened and began to explore the causes of events.  There was little by way of discussion and you certainly did not challenge the teacher.  Well, almost never. Miss Gill was certainly not an individual that you would interrupt; even later when I was teaching myself I always held her in a certain awe.  A towering woman of over six foot and an England netball player in her youth, she was a force to be reckoned with in the school.  Her particular passion was history, especially of the local community on which, after she retired, she wrote several books.  Consequently, we did lots of local history using sources on the draining of the Fens, the Littleport and Ely riots of 1816 and the medieval development of the parish.  Her knowledge was encyclopaedic and she could hold a class when telling the story of, for example Cornelius Vermuyden, as no one else I’ve ever seen.  She could bring the past to life with her anecdotes based on her voluminous library of local materials.  We spent a lot of time talking about history and the local area but her knowledge went much further than this and she continually related what was happening in Littleport to what was happening outside and the connections between them.   She also gave me my first experience of publishing.  In my final year at primary school and after the 11+, my class embarked on a booklet on the history of Littleport.  I ended up writing a large part of it or at least redrafting what others had written, I can’t remember which.  Anyway, the booklet was duly published and is still to my knowledge being used at the school.  

History [at the grammar school] in the first and second years was taught by Mr Taylor (nicknamed RAT because of his initials).  It was his second subject, but he was a sports teacher by inclination.  These two years were not the most edifying period in my historical development.  Although he was a competent teacher, he did not have a passion for the subject and, in retrospect, I feel he went through the motions with little enthusiasm.  Still, what he did was interesting.  The first year was spent looking at world history up to the fall of the Roman Empire: from the Babylonians through the Assyrians, Hittites, Egyptians, Greeks and Romans with a little bit on China and India.  The second year was exclusively on medieval Britain from the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons through to the battle of Bosworth in August 1485.  Fairly traditional fare for a grammar school.  It was the access to the library that maintained my interest in the subject.  It contained copies of all the major works on history published in the previous hundred years and I devoured their contents with enthusiasm.  Whether I understood the books or not (and in most cases it was not) I read every book on history in my first three years at the school: Freeman, Stubbs, Maitland, Fisher, Pollard and so on.  Period didn’t matter; it was simply a matter of extending my knowledge and understanding of the subject.  

It was, however, Tom Riley who had the greatest effect on me during these early years.  He taught French and had known my father in the war.  Tom was an old-style teacher at face value but once you got behind his rather gruff exterior you found an individual of broad knowledge and interesting views.
At the beginning of the third year, history was taught by Bill Rennison: the Tudors and Stuarts and then British and European history 1815-1945 for O Level.  He was a hard task-master and a stickler for detail and we argued continuously about history and politics from then until he moved to Tewkesbury Grammar at the end of my second year in the sixth form in 1967.  Bill was an excellent teacher, interested and interesting with a detailed knowledge and understanding especially of the seventeenth century.  His lessons were discursive in nature and students were encouraged to express their own views on the issues being discussed though you had to be prepared to argue your case and Bill would not tolerate sloppy thinking.  When examining the Armada, I suggested that the English had been very lucky not to lose.  Bill asked me to explain my thinking and then systematically debunked each point I’d made: an exhilarating experience since I probably learned more about the Armada as a result.  He was extremely encouraging bringing books and articles from his library and suggesting that I read and note them.  
Advanced Level was grounded in studying the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries in Britain and Europe with a special subject on the reign of Charles II.  All the reading I’d done in the years before this paid off and I found an increasing pleasure in examining the complexities of the period.  The focus may have been on the political and diplomatic, a characteristic of much school history at this time but, for the first time there was a detailed examination of the social, economic, cultural and ideological dimensions of the past.  
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 
Deciding to remain at Reading to do the PGCE was a decision determined by laziness as much as anything else.  I had been happy there for my degree and most of my friends remained and there seemed little point in going somewhere else for nine months.  

Influence of training
The summer was spent preparing for the course using the short, but pithy reading list to get some idea about what was involved and spending a week in a primary school.  This proved an interesting experience if only because I succeeded in falling over some of the children twice!  Though I’ve never wanted to teach young children and spent all my teaching career in 13-18 schools, that week taught me one thing that I have never forgotten: the importance of story.  Watching young children devour the daily story and seeing their obvious enjoyment from a tale well told proved invaluable.  Since then, I’ve always tried to enliven history lessons not with the somewhat mechanical analysis of sources but by stories from the past.
Term did not start until early October and the schedule was hardly frenetic … There were three lectures a week on the history, sociology and psychology of education and two three hour subject based seminars.  Teaching experience was confined to the whole of the second term.  Assessment was based on three extended essays and reports from teaching practice.  I was fortunate to have in Ray Davis a subject tutor of considerable flair… within a few weeks his were the only sessions I bothered to go to spending much of the week in London and coming up to Reading for his two sessions on Mondays and Thursdays and his lecture on the history of education on the Friday morning.  Writing the extended essays proved an interesting experience.  The philosophy paper was on the development of western political philosophy (something I’d done as part of my degree) so it was simply a case of rethinking and recasting ideas that I’d already explored.  The history essay was on education 1914-1928 and was a piece of fairly original research.  However, it was the paper I did on sixteenth century education theory focusing on the writings of Jean Bodin and Guilleme Bude that proved the most challenging and the most interesting.  The problem was that my supervisor for this freely admitted that he knew nothing about the subject and showed little inclination to find out!  His ‘help’ was therefore minimal and much of the work was done on my own.  I have never quite understood why I ended up at B FE College to do my teaching practice.  Still, I couldn’t complain as I did not teach until 2.30 on the Monday and then most of Tuesday and Wednesday finishing by 10.00 on the Thursday.  When I asked my college supervisor what I should be doing for the remainder of the time, she basically said I should go home.  At least it gave me the opportunity of teaching at my uncle’s school in London on the Friday and getting paid!  I suggested some observation but was told that would be difficult as most teachers didn’t like this.  … Ray came to see me on several occasions arriving just before lunch so we could then go to a local hostelry for feedback and refreshment.  Passing the teaching practice never posed a major problem though I doubt whether I learned much from the experience.
MO/T49/HiE21 Primary + Grammar (60-7) – College of Ed. (67-70)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Chronological (Grammar School - ancient history in Year 1 and up to 20th century in Year 5.  Tudors and French Revolution at A level.
Mostly chalk and talk – copy down notes and learn them for the tests and exams!

We had our own text books issued but virtually no visual aids were used

“Factual” history. Political/military history. Male history mostly, little social.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

My love of the subject was inherited from my father and reinforced by non-fiction reading, visits to sites and museums, and some historical fiction in books and films.  

A feeling (this was an arrogant 18 year old) that I could bring the subject to life more effectively than my teachers at school.  History was at that time regarded by much of the public as boring and a survey had just announced that it was the second least popular school subject.  RK (RE) being the least popular.

Where did you train and when? 

I received an A Grade at A level History and probably could have gone to university with my other two A level passes but chose to go to a teacher training college as I felt that it would prepare me better to become a teacher.  I THINK this was a wise choice, but I can never be certain. 

How did your training influence your teaching?

Not greatly.  I would have been greatly influenced by one of my tutors, Dr John Fines, but I went to the USA on an extended exchange visit and missed his courses.
PC/T49/HiE37 Catholic primaries + Catholic Grammar (60-7) – Univ. (68-71), PGCE  (71-2), MSc W Univ. - USA (86-7)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

The little I remember from Primary was of the story telling type, although we were encouraged to read myths and legends as well as historical novels and bible stories.  The teachers at my Grammar School were enlightened and interesting and tried to make us think, even though the factual basis was inevitably prominent because of the way public exams were at that time.   The combination of two “A” Level teachers, one a Jesuit, one a layman, showed us that History was not just facts and taught us the value of interpretation and background reading. 

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

 I always wanted to be a teacher but it was a toss up between English and History.  My English teacher (also a Jesuit) was an inspirational personality, but in the end I decided to read History at university because I was unimpressed with the focus of English teaching at the time – e.g. opinions of critics rather than of the reader.  

How did your training influence your teaching?

Very little, the Education Dept was in my opinion very old fashioned at the time and none more so than History.  (I know for a fact that it is not like this now!) I do not recall ever being helped in any practical matters such as classroom management.  I learnt to teach on the job and never stopped learning.
VW/T49/HiE24 Grammar (60-7) – Univ.(69-72), no PGCE 
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Up to O level – dictated notes, tests, essays (homework), maps, diagrams of battles etc.

A level – dictated notes (and quotes) for British.  Took own notes as teacher talked (at speed!) for European. No guidance in essay technique and no help with S level – not that we expected any.

Taught long sweeps of history, rather than short chunks.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

A friend put my name forward to examine for Ox and Camb Exam Board BEFORE I had started teaching. I examined (O, AO, A levels) for 9 summers in the ‘80s. Started teaching  in 1985 – again by invitation.

Where did you train and when? 

Degree (History) from L University (1972).  PGCE place at Westminster College, Oxford – turned it down at the last minute when they changed it from a degree given by Oxford University to another examining body.  All ‘training’ therefore done whilst teaching.

How did your training influence your teaching?

No formal training. However, the lack of any constructive help at school and 2 universities (I also went to L University) taught me exactly what to pass on to my students!

Teachers born in the 1950s
PW/T50/HiE45 Comprehensive (61-66), Grammar (66-8) – Univ. (68-71), PGCE (71-2)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Chronological framework with small topic-centred studies with an emphasis on social history.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

The teaching of history was very lively and based on ‘stories’ of how people lived. One could see the relevance to current events and how life had changed over time. 

One of the teachers who inspired me went on to write a textbook for history teaching in the late 1960s.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Emphasis was put on using historical source materials where possible and making models and practical activities to help students engage with the subject. Making ‘Jackdaw’ type folders on a topic was encouraged.

IC/T50/HiE44 Sec. Mod. (62-7) + Grammar (67-9) – College of Ed. (69-72)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

i) Rote learning – factual, linear, essay based.

ii) Linear and special study.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Influenced by my two ‘A’ level history teachers, and a genuine interest from parents who were keen local historians.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Different styles from different lecturers – use of site based study, document study, importance of context and interpretations.
BJ/T50/HiE48 Grammar (62-9) – entered teaching after degree with no training in 1972, Diploma in Secondary Ed. part-time (79-81)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

‘O’ Level and ‘A’ Level. Teacher led; text books; history visits to museums and castles. Real characters with enthusiasm + knowledge.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Always loved history and wanted to be of service. Tried English teaching which I enjoyed but preferred the corpus of knowledge in history.

How did your training influence your teaching?

My main influence was my own schooling and my colleagues at work.

MW/T51/HiE55 Independent schools (62-9) – trained at College of Ed. (primary education), (73-4) N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Mostly text book – essay writing. I do remember doing one or two ‘projects’ e.g. on English Civil War, which I enjoyed.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Always interested in history regardless of how it was taught. Great family interest – visiting historical sites, lots of stories about places we passed through, told by my parents. History teachers were all kind and I liked them, though I don’t remember much about the lessons.

How did your training influence your teaching?

History in the primary teaching certificate post-grad. was minimal, no influence.

ID/T51/HiE68 Primary + Grammar (62-70) – PGCE (73-4)

N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Memories of primary restricted to the b & w images in Unstead books – they made a big impression visually. No idea what we did in lessons.

Grammar – loads of dictated notes from 11-16, A level we were given printed notes while teachers talked through them. One memory is aged 11 Mr. Ashcroft starting to tell us what happened at Hastings and I settled into my chair, put my head on my arms to really concentrate and got told off for going to sleep! Teachers were ‘good chaps’, strong on personality and good relationships with us, especially at A level. Compared to today teaching techniques minimal.

Don’t even get me started on the awfulness of university teaching – axiomatic that we enjoyed history despite the teaching.

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I think I decided about a year after I started [his degree]. It’s not something you can be definite about until you’ve experienced it. I applied for PGCE with no experience – it just seemed the obvious thing. Then did VSO. I think the question is more what made me stick with it – a) I enjoyed students and relationships (the Mr. Chips bit but b) communication is fun and intriguing and c) I enjoy the problem-solving – curriculum structure, how to teach something effectively given x, y and z. In the end the latter took over, hence moving gradually away from classroom.

How did your training influence your teaching?

1. Bob Unwin, my PGCE tutor was very strong on methods and techniques so very different from my experience as a pupil – immensely enlivening.

2. And this for me was the life-changing moment – David Sylvester came to talk to my PGCE year about his new project – SCHP. It was spine-shiveringly exciting – answering all those questions about ‘why do we have to do history, sir?’ I was hooked from then on.
DA/T52/HiE69 Primary + Grammar School (63-8), Comp. (69-70), Degree Scotland, PGCE Univ. N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Mainly traditional notes on the board, except for one inspirational teacher who took us on trips to museums and archaeological sites, and discussed the Vietnam War.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

My history degree, in which I specialised in Irish history; family tradition of teaching; lack of imagination; commitment to public service.
How did your training influence your teaching?

The school near P (city) where I was placed was a pilot school for the Schools Council History Project. I was inspired by its (to me then) revolutionary approach to history and pedagogy.

LT/T53/HiE53 Grammar (63-70) – Univ. (70-3), PGCE College of Ed. (73-4) N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Lecture/ dictation/ knowledge based/ no visual stimulus.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Family interest in subject. Inspiring history teacher. Lots of female teachers in family. Interested in Austrian, German, Russian history.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Thought training was poor! (At college) on your own! HoD (head of department) in second school taught me to teach by her example.
JS/T52/HiE57 Grammar (63-9 + Comp. (69-71) –College of Ed. (71-4) 
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Chalk + talk
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Love of ‘story’ and ancient buildings

How did your training influence your teaching?

Sparked need to be more activity based.

SK/T52/HiE61 Infants/primary + Grammar (63-70) –Univ. (70-4), PGCE
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Traditional and very boring.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

A love of old places. Re-reading the ‘O’ level text book. I did Science ‘A’ levels and went to University to study Physics – changed after one year!
How did your training influence your teaching?

Learnt 2 things.

a) Be yourself.

b) When you stop enjoying it – Leave!

JH/T52/HiE133 Primary + Direct Grant (64-71) – Univ. (72-5), Sussex Univ. (76-7) N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Mainly teacher talk.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Inspiring ideas from university tutor.

Drab experience, largely, from teachers.

JTS/T52/HiE40 Primary + Grammar – Univ. (70-3), PGCE (73-4)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

 Working from text books, much copying, but also good use of story telling.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Not sure... teaching was a way out of becoming a steelworker and was an easy escape route for a working class child. As for History, very uncertain about motivations here. I did come bottom in History in First Year, which inspired me!! A very lovely man was History teacher from 2nd Year and I am sure he was an inspiration. I also had a fascination for the past – watching Robin Hood on TV in late 50s and having toy soldiers and forts.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Much of a sink or swim training. I did not have a clue what supposed to be doing in TP (teaching practice)1 (primary)  and a tough secondary in a huge mining comp on TP2. Was shown worksheets there and the use of cartoons! 
JM/T53/HiE42 Primary + Grammar (65-70)/Comp. (70-2) – Univ. (73-6), PGCE (76-7)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Largely traditional – lecture, read text book, make notes, write essays
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Opportunity to do a job in which you could use the subject.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Skills-based approach
MM/T53/HiE62 Primary + Grammar (65-9) – Teacher Training College.
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Fairly teacher centred with written work, note taking.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

A love of history but some inspirational teachers as well.

How did your training influence your teaching?

To be frank it was so long ago other factors have had more influence subsequently.

LC/T54/HiE56 Grammar (65-72) –Univ., PGCE Univ. School of Education

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Copy notes, learn them, have a test. Did well – have a good memory. ‘A; level much better – proper teaching, 1st experience of  ‘documents’. 
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Accident. Lack of experience or good advice. Unaware of other options – pressure from others.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It didn’t. Very poor. Some psychology, Piaget, etc. 6 weeks T.P. [teaching practice] Learned to teach in first post from very good practitioners.

TC/T54/HiE49 Primary + Grammar (67-72) – PGCE (83-4)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Stories and some model-making at primary.

Often dictated notes at grammar up to A level.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I was working as an admin. assistant at a College of Education & I thought I’d give it a go – holidays and pay were better!

How did your training influence your teaching?

I still use a few of Bob Unwin’s sheets & materials. The training and my teaching was/are quite worksheet based but the worksheets have to be interesting. I tend to produce my own.

AF/T54/HiE67 Grammar (66-73) –College of Ed. (73-77)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school? 

“Chalk & Talk” march through the History of Britain, using 1 key text – RJ Unstead primarily until ‘O’ Level. The usual amble starting from the Romans onwards, so that the Industrial Revolution never actually happened until ‘A’ Level

What made you decide to become a history teacher?  

Because I pretty much stumbled into teaching, but was very interested in history, especially naval history, it seemed the obvious choice

How did your training influence your teaching?  

I was very fortunate to have a good Education lecturer, and as I was training for middle [school] years, we very much focused on ‘child centred education’ as it was then. The emphasis was very much on how, rather than what was taught. Ironically, as we were middle school trained, the only subject we did not have any professional advice about was History! The History we studied was for us.

KF/T54/HiE46 Primary + Grammar (66-73) –College of Ed. (main Geography) (73-77)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

largely project based e.g., Egyptians at Primary School

I speak, you write at Grammar school. Same teacher for 7 years. no slides, videos, trips nor artefacts

Too much evidence on names and dates rather than issues at the time and an assumption of prior knowledge, Heavy reliance on pupil interest and motivation to delve into topics further, No internet!!
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Actually trained chiefly in Geography but parents’ interest in National Trust and historical sites and museums and historical novels and programmes on TV gave me an interest in History.

How did your training influence your teaching?

We could be involved in Singleton open Air Museum refurbishment and there were always digs in and around Chichester to observe. It was very pupil centred and far more time as spent with children than in current training or PGCE at the time.
AD/T55/HiE51 Sec. Mod. (66-71), Technical College night school (71-3) for A levels – trained under GTP (graduate training programme 2004)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Note taking occasional research texts from lectures.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Love of subject and teaching.
How did your training influence your teaching?

City centre school = make it relevant.
SG/T55/HiE60 Prep + public school (68-74) – PGCE (2004-5)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Note taking; dates; battles; kings then with A level more social history.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Love of the subject since started to read.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Completely refocused my teaching which was and still is, cause for confusion.

TB/T55/HiE72 Primary + Grammar (67-74) – Polytechnic (75-8), PGCE Univ. Education Dept. (78-9)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Good, interesting, lot of dictated notes, factual.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

From earliest memory of history in Primary school I was always interested in it as a subject. Enjoyed making lists of kings, etc.

JB/T56/HiE41 Grammar (67-72), A levels at sixth form college (72-4) – Completed degree and MA (74-8), PGCE Univ. Faculty of Ed. (78-9)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Mainly dictation or listening to an explanation & making my own notes.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I always loved the subject and seemed to have a natural ability in the subject especially since year 8. After University and completing my MA, I decided that I would like to enthuse children with my love of the subject.

How did your training influence your teaching?

I realised that I had to design learning experiences which were more active & consider differentiation of learning resources. I did my teaching practices at two challenging schools which helped me to grasp the idea of making the subject accessible to all children.

KC/T56/HiE63 Comprehensive (67-73) – degree followed by PGCE at Polytechnic (83-4)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

A lot of didactic teaching, dictated notes etc. 
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

I enjoyed my degree and wanted to do something with it.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It made me aware of source work, the importance of objectives, the importance of variety of methods.

CF/T56/HiE47 Primary + Senior High School (68-75) –College of Ed. (91-5)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Primary – textbook/story/topic

Senior – handouts – read/copied into books.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Primary school teacher.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Some excellent inspirational teaching. Good well-planned sessions, mix of teacher/student-led work, discussion *[note trained in 1990s].

MC/T57/HiE71 Grammar/Comp. –  Series of univs. (includes doctorate)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Chalk/ talk/ copy & then told to just read books – er about history would help.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Enjoyment.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Teacher training didn’t.

TB/T57/HiE52 Comp. (68-75) – PGCE at College of Education (primary education) (78-9)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

[School was] quite rough taking children (like me) from the surrounding council estates. The school had been a secondary modern though and was keen to ‘look after’ its new intake of brighter students. Traditional talk & chalk /textbook based. Not much good – teaching was poor and whereas my English teachers were inspiring (I enjoyed the subject anyway). 
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Intended to become an English teacher but was re-deployed into a History job.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Very little. Trained for primary but was offered a job in a local boys’ grammar school. My tutors at University gave me a love of History though; I did English as a main and History as a subsidiary subject.

BH/T57/HiE50 Direct Grant Grammar (69-76) – PGCE University (79-80)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Didactic, topics chosen randomly, things improved in the sixth form, but still largely lecture/discussion style

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

A late decision in final year of degree.  I decided I wanted to do something which involved my degree subject

How did your training influence your teaching?

It made me a reflective practitioner and critical of the methods I used.  More development as I went along under influence of Schools History Project and HA events

VF/T58/HiE132 Grammar/Comp. – Training (92-3) Institute (now part of Univ.)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Very enthusiastic and active – he’d act out battles in the classroom

However, no primary sources, only 1 textbook (at VI form this was a weighty tome from the Oxford History series)

At VI form, teacher talked, we made notes and then wrote essays
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Love of the subject, role model of enthusiastic teacher and looking for a new career after 10 years out of work while my children were young

How did your training influence your teaching?

Mostly through questioning what I was doing and why
I frequently remind myself that a lesson should not be content led, but arising from a key question 

RS/T59/HiE54 Grammar (69-75) + Tertiary College (75-7) – degree Univ., PGCE Univ. N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Chalk and talk. Lots of notemaking. Lots of homework.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

In the blood. Father history teacher, brother History degree, seemed a natural thing to do. Love of the subject. Desire to work with young people.

How did your training influence your teaching?

History degree traditional – ‘I KNOW LOADS OF THINGS’.

PGCE: For the time a good tutor did entertain us – v. little help in the early days compared to help given now.

IJ/T59/HiE73 Comp. (70-5) – Polytechnic (77-81)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Mostly being talked to + writing lots of notes.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Felt Icould offer young people something.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Coming into contact with innovative teachers & lecturers.

JM/T59/HiE58 Private school (70-5) + Grammar (75-7) – PGCE Univ. (80-81)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Chalk + talk – with some telly – Brian Redhead on WW2 – very exciting!
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Needed money – not a vocation – then got the bug. Historical novels taught me History + drew me in more than any teachers who tended to provide factual info. I wanted to make the stories more real.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Not a lot! I leant from the teachers in my placements. Too much was theoretical. It was pure luck if we ended up with inspirational departments.

RM/T59/HiE74 Primary _ Grammar (70-77) – PGCE Univ. Dept. of Ed. (80-1)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Traditional – didactic & note making, but teachers very charismatic.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Drifted into it after doing history at university.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Felt skills based history far more relevant than content driven courses I had experienced. Peter Moss visual history books – still use them.

DL/T59/HiE70 Scottish Direct Grant School (68-78) – PGCE (82-3)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Focus on factual learning, essay writing, lecture style, sources began to appear in late 1970s!
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Always had a passion for the subject.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Not much! Height of anti-racist, anti-sexist era – lots of info. about multi-culturalism and feminism and little on classroom management. Before the days of ‘Teaching History ‘journal. 
JM/T59/HiE66 Catholic Independent School (72-8) – PGCE School of Education (82-3)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Reasonably traditional in format

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

An interest in the subject and a desire to inspire people with the belief that history matters and is of major importance in teaching us how to live our lives. In that sense, it is the queen of the humanities.

This feeling was confirmed when I went and studies History and Philosophy at University in my early 20’s.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It demonstrated to me that I had to examine many of my initial prejudices and expectations from the start.

There was equally no question that teaching practice differed fundamentally from teaching theory – having said that, though, teaching history in the classroom also revealed that teaching could be, and should be, great fun.

Teachers born in the 1960s
EP/T60/Hie81 primary + Grammar (72-9) –University (79-82), PGCE (82-3)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Mainly traditional exposition & note-making but some more varied activities in early years of secondary school.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Love of subject & desire to pass this on.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Introduced to much more varied techniques than I had experienced at school.
MC/T61/Hie83 Grammar/Comp. (72-9) – PGCE (86-7)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Mainly didactic, descriptive. I failed ‘O’ level – dull!

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
One of the A level teachers was v. good. Engaging. Interesting to listen to (still not teaching as we do now though!).

How did your training influence your teaching?

I thought it was very good indeed at the Institute. The SHP debate was at the forefront. In school training was v. dependent on where you were.

JE/T61/HiE82 Comp. + Sixth Form College (73-80) – College of Ed. (81-5) N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Formal – chalk & talk – very didactic!

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Love of the subject.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Taught me to value research as a basis of practice. Learned that those teaching you do not always know best, particularly where they place conserving the status quo over the evidence of research.

SM/T62/HiE75 Sec. Mod. (74-9) – PGCE University (2008-9)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Chalk and talk.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
My own passion for history.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Observing innovative teachers – not many though.
KG/T62/HiE81 Comp. (73-8) – Univ. (80-3), PGCE Univ. (85-6)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

In Year 7 – questions, copied diagrams, making notes

From years 8-11 (same teacher) dictated notes, drawing maps and charts, monthly 30 questions tests
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Interest in History generated by teacher from years 8-11 – it was the way he told it to us and how he made it very interesting

How did your training influence your teaching?

Not that much really, except I suppose for a session we had with Rob Phillips, head of History at the Wells Blue school who explained his idea of A-level teaching to us – not wasting time with notes – get the pupils to do this and concentrate on activities in the classroom to help them understand – and I suppose I translated this down to years 7-11

RH/T63/HiE79 Selective school (74-81) – PGCE Univ. (90-1)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Whilst fairly traditional, there was a real enthusiasm for the subject and some attempt to vary delivery.
What made you decide to become a history teacher?
I enjoyed the subject – and it gave me the opportunity to travel (teaching overseas)
How did your training influence your teaching?

Not much – to be honest, it didn’t do much except provide experience.
MH/T64/HiE80 Comp. (76-82) – PGCE (85-6)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Some early Schools Council stuff – Mark Pullen, Princes in the Tower. But generally ‘Didactic’/lectures.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Loved the ‘story’ and loved the idea of developing an argument at school, so wanted to convey both.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Mystery/revelatory nature of subject.

SH/T65/HiE78 Primary + Comp. (76-83) – PGCE Univ. (86-7)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Teacher-led. Worksheets. Some videos. Some sources. ‘What is History?’ in Third Year.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Love of history/ job with young people/ variety.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Enquiry. Use of sources.
CS/T67/HiE77 Comp. (80-85) – PGCE Univ. (88-9)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Didactic!

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
My teacher moved me from a middle set to a top set – despite being in the lower ability band. He showed me that there was something academic that I could be good at.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It didn’t – learning from my students – about how they learn – has had most influence.

SR/T67/HiE86 Comp. (79-84) + Sixth Form College – PGCE Univ. (2002-3)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Both very traditional + beginnings of SHP – depended on staff + options.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
I had been a museum curator, moved into museum education, liked it, wanted more variety + to bring ‘museum education’ to all those who don’t go.

How did your training influence your teaching?

I already had lots of ideas from previous career, but Warwick training obviously huge influence, especially Alison Kitson herself – she made us subscribe to Teaching History e.g. and experiment outside comfort zone so we became well-rounded.

CD/T67/HiE85 Comp. (79-84) – PGCE (2000-01)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Chalk/talk and copying dates (more latter!)

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Because I disliked it at school but was fascinated by it nonetheless. I also enjoyed it at Advanced level and degree level.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Very much. I experienced an array of teaching styles, but the Institute of Education (theory) aspect persuaded me to pursue a career in teaching.
MM/T68/HiE123 Primary + Secondary (79-86) – PGCE University (90-1) 

What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Enjoyment of the subject

How did your training influence your teaching?
Classroom/ school based teaching allowed me to get experience of good practice in different sch
SB/T69/HiE76 Comp. (80-7) –Univ. (87-90), PGCE Univ. (90-1)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Teacher led, text books and worksheets – lots of banda sheets!

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Love of the subject, enjoy working with young people.

How did your training influence your teaching?

In everyway! It taught me how to teach!

HS/T69/HiE88 Comp. (81-8) – PGCE University (97-8)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Yr 7-8: R.J. Unstead

Yr 9: SHP
16+ Soc/econ. 

A level: 16th/17th Brit/Europe

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Had History degree, loved subject, wanted to teach.
How did your training influence your teaching?

Made me more aware of discipline of history & reflective. Totally made teaching possible.
Teachers born in the 1970s
ZB/T70/HiE100 Comp. (early 80s) – PGCE (2005)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Chalk and talk

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
My grandmother and grandfather were historians

How did your training influence your teaching?

My tutors were passionate about the subject. My training school mentors were also passionate.

RM/T70/HiE130 Primary + Comp. (82-9) – PGCE (1995)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Primary – Project work on Essex in the Civil War – finishing with a big play by the whole Yr group. Project work on the churchyard in the village. 

Secondary: Decision making exercises, games, but lots of copying.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
A love of history and wanting to work & inspire/educate young people.

How did your training influence your teaching?

SHP approach that I hadn’t really come across.
PR/T72/HiE95 CofE Comp. (85-9) + Sixth Form College (89-91) – PGCE Univ. (95-6)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Teacher lectured we listened and then maybe answered such questions. Few books – 12-13.

At GCSE more discussion – then made notes

At A level – exposition, discussion and notes

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Interest/ love of the subject

Something I was good at

Idealism

How did your training influence your teaching?

My experiences in my placement school were important – helped me learn about classroom management, how to ‘break up’ lessons

PT/T72/HiE98 Infant/Junior + Comp. (84-91) – University (91-5), PGCE (97-8)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Mainly chalk + talk + text book based.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
I love the subject + my a level History teacher was excellent.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It didn’t really. Our tutor was very boring + didn’t know much about making stuff interesting.

CL/T73/HiE94 Comp. (84-9) –Univ., PGCE.
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
SHP inspired.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Love of subject during ‘A’ levels

How did your training influence your teaching?

Convinced me of the importance of skills over content.

SJ/T73/HiE102 Mixed secondary – PGCE (95-6)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Very didactic at GCSE + A levels. KS3 much more interactive.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
My teachers + an interest in the subject. Did history degree then PGCE.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Ian Dawson was my tutor. He experimented on us!!!
EF/T73/HiE99 Grammar – PGCE Univ. (2001)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
V. traditional, chalk + talk. The odd project.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Personal well-being/  career change.

How did your training influence your teaching?

· Lots of ideas + practical advice

· Variety of teaching strategy.
DH/T75/HiE103 Primary + Comp. (86-93) – PGCE Univ. (2000-01) 

N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Didactic + teaching of facts – changed to SHP style projects round about 1988

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
I wanted to bring the past to life – also to teach a real qualification to kids + not a ‘4 GCSEs for doing PE’ option which employers place no value upon
How did your training influence your teaching?

Met a number of people who have affected my style of teaching + how to run a dept – 2 uni lecturers + my 2 head of subjects in particular
SB/T75/HiE96 Primary/prep school + grammar (87-93) – PGCE (2000-01) N.B. INTERVIEWED
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Chalk & talk & dictation!
What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Love of history (did not take A-level due to dictation!) especially Naval History through own research and work experience with Royal Navy. 
How did your training influence your teaching?

Realised that most young people do not have access to a lot of history due to timetable constraints.

EH/T75/HiE89 Comp. (86-93) – PGCE (2000-01)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Text book, comprehension, trips, project work, video, role play.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
I loved history and wanted to do something involving it.

How did your training influence your teaching?

My placement schools were extremely influential as they taught lesson in the way I wanted. My first job was awful because they were more old fashioned.
HY/T75/HiE93 Primary + Secondary High (87-92) + Sixth Form (92-4) – PGCE (2004-05)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Primary – local history. 

Secondary – started poor as we had ‘humanities’ until GCSEs. GCSE was SHP – medicine and AW.

6th form – Modern World – DULL!

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
I enjoyed GCSEs and I continued interest even though my degree was dual sociology. I enjoyed the challenges it provided me as a teen – fulfilment. 

How did your training influence your teaching?

T.H. [the course tutor] was fantastic – very passionate. My second placement was brilliant, the students were engaged and excited by the variety offered, and the enquiries set – this influenced me a lot.

MJ/T76/HiE105 Comp. – PGCE University 2000
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Mixed! Blackboard + textbook based knowledge + understanding and skills based (depending on teacher!)

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Always loved History and wanted to study at University since Primary School. Worked in sales + marketing and partner suggested PGCE. Drop in salary initially, but love it.

How did your training influence your teaching?

I still use resources that were developed then (pathe News voiced overs etc.). My old course leader – G.E. was fairly revolutionary in his approach. The schools I trained at really honed my classroom management skills.
DL/T76/HiE91 Comp. (88-93) – PGCE Univ. (2000-01)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Talk and chalk alongside ‘exciting’ projects at city enterprise centre

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Worked as tour director for American company taking US students around Europe. Enjoyed it → history teaching

How did your training influence your teaching?

Not so much. Poor course – influence came from schools and own research.

EL/T77/HiE104 Comp. 89-95) – PGCE Univ.

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Traditional – textbook + discussion

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Enjoyment of subject. Worked in a college and liked working with young people.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Encouraged to make lessons active.
CH/T77/HiE97 Inner city comp. (88-95) – PGCE (98-99)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
V. traditional up to sixth form – but I enjoyed the subject.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Inspired by my A level history teacher in sixth form

How did your training influence your teaching?

It didn’t – I really did not enjoy my teacher training at all. I had a very unsupportive mentor.

BR/T77/HiE90 Grammar (89-96) – PGCE (2004-5)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Mixed – quite didactic with a lot of independent reading.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Taught Englilsh aborad. Worked as curator in history museum – led ‘organically’ to deciding to be a teacher.

How did your training influence your teaching?

? Immeasurably – impossible to quantify as only experience of teaching/mentoring I had.
ND/T77/HiE128 Public school (90-95) – Univ. (2009-10)
What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Chalk & talk

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
A strong vocational desire to teach (I also teach English): a belief that education can solve problems & improve lives

How did your training influence your teaching?

A bit early to say! Although I am clearly the product of my school and university’s pedagogy (which concur), and therefore a product of my time more than anything else. Very little influence coming from subject pedagogy.

HH/T79/HiE92 Primary + Middle + Upper schools (85-99) – PGCE University (History and Citizenship) (2004-05)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Predominantly ‘chalk and talk’ 
What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Passion for my subject
How did your training influence your teaching?

Gave ideas for different methods – certainly reinforced how not to teach!
LR/T79/HiE106 Primaries + comp. + A levels at a city college – PGCE (2002-03)
What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Loved history + wanted to work with children.

How did your training influence your teaching?

Skills focus from school mentor.
MG/T?/HiiE107 Comp. – PGCE 

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Write – chalk + talk.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
I thought I could do a better job than the ones that taught me.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It developed my skill and more pupil-centric.

Teachers born in the 1980s
CG/T80/HiE111 R.C. & CofE Comp. (91-6) + Sixth form (96-8) – PGCE (2003-04)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Various: source analysis; re-enactment, visits in a chronological syllabus.
What made you decide to become a history teacher?
The infectious passion of my secondary History teacher inspired me. I wanted to open the ears, eyes and minds of students to the wonders of the past, as I had experienced. If we cannot understand the past and where mankind has come from, how can we make a successful future?
How did your training influence your teaching?

It provided me with the basic tools of teaching. Teachers modelled their styles and I was allowed to develop  mine.
FB/T81/HiE115 Comp. (94-99) – PGCE (2008-09)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Didactic, talk & chalk, lots of text books, some debate & discussion.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
To extend my own learning – as a 5th century Tamil poem puts it – ‘learning shared is learning increased’.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It showed me the myriad ways in which to access the past and the concepts through which we can understand it.

RB/T81/HiE125 Private school – trained (GTP)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Remember school trips, much more text book based, less hands-on than now.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
[Am a] primary school teacher – teach everything.

How did your training influence your teaching?

To encourage cross-curricular links, think laterally.

GG/T81/HiE122 Comp. (94-98) + sixth form college (98-2000) – PGCE Univ. (2004-05)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Mostly chalk and talk.  A little bit of interaction and more creative work, but very teacher led.
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Desire to be a teacher and to give something back.  Decided that History was the subject I was most passionate about at school

How did your training influence your teaching?

A great deal.  Katherine Burn and Anna Pendry taught me a lot about engaging pupils and how to teach.

SR/T82/HiE113 Comp. (93-2000), Bristol – PGCE (2008)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Varied – lots of textbooks – some discussion.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Passion for the subject/ inspire young people/ be a better history teacher, get pupils to enjoy history

How did your training influence your teaching?

Very much, inspired by tutor. Learning whilst in school – mentors/ trial and error.
RW/T82/HiE116 Grammar (94-2001) – PGCE Univ. (2004-05)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Chalk + talk, dictation, discussion exercises.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Enjoyed history and decided to try teaching it!

How did your training influence your teaching?

I learnt some more interesting teaching methods and gained a greater enjoyment for passing on History.

CO/T82/HiE126 Private Schools – PGCE Univ. (2005-06)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?

Traditional style of history teaching, lessons was much written orientated with little interaction with other students. Lessons were very much didactic with the teaching talking all the time. At A-Level, the teaching consisted of the teacher writing notes on the OHP and us copying them down all the time. Luckily he was good and very entertaining so it was not all bad. Videos were shown intermittently throughout the course however during GCSE time, videos were used more frequently to engage and stimulate us. 
What made you decide to become a history teacher? 

Always wanted to and went on a GAP year and this continued my desire to become a teacher. I also completed my work experience in a school and this continued my desire to become a teacher. History was always my favourite subject at school and this passion continued while I was at University. 
How did your training influence your teaching?

Training was very interesting especially when the mentor was against private schools and inadvertently sent me on a placement in a private school. However I think I have learnt and been influenced more by my experience in the classroom in my first and current job. This is because the training is more direct and appropriate as I am in the classroom constantly. 

AR/T83/HiE112 Comp. (95-99) – PGCE College of Ed. (2004?)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Varied – a lot of chalk and talk/ worksheets etc.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Parents who took me to places of historical interest on family holidays.

How did your training influence your teaching?

I think experiences with training in NQT + and experiences in school have more influence.
JW/T83/HiE108 Comp. (94-99) + sixth form college (99-2001) – PGCE (2004-05)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Mostly chalk and talk, some experience of ICT in KS4. At college lots of group work.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Passion for the subject and getting students to become passionate.

How did your training influence your teaching?

It emphasised praise, group work, sorting exercises and modelling. Even now I teach in that mould.

MO/T83/HiE109 Comp. (96-2002) – University

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Mainly textbook orientated

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Became engaged with the past at an early age through reading books etc. 

How did your training influence your teaching?

I came to realise very early on that learning can be a lot more interactive and led by pupils not teacher (who is there primarily to facilitate).

DM/T83/HiE117 Larkhall Academy comp. (95-2007) – PGCE Durham Univ. (2005)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Didactic /Q& A/ worksheets.

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Interest in the past & desire to teach in a more interesting way.

How did your training influence your teaching?

New environments and schools.

JW/T84/HiE114 Comp. – PGCE (2006-07)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
A lot of textbook work!

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Enjoyed working with young people + enjoy history (studied it at uni).

How did your training influence your teaching?

Am creative in my teaching & I aim to constantly try new ideas and challenge learning and thinking.

KW/T85/HiE118 Comp. – PGCE Univ. (2007-08)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Textbook based. Kinaesthetic activities.
What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Inspirational teachers + enjoyment of subject. Desire to work with young people.
How did your training influence your teaching?

Lots of research literature addressing different learning styles. Lots of work with SEN [special educational needs] students who were included in classroom – learning to help them access History.
JA/T85/HiEComp. (97-2002) + sixth form (2002-04) – PGCE (2008-09)

What style of history teaching did you experience at school?
Very mixed – a lot of work with text books, some dictation

What made you decide to become a history teacher?
Like working with young people
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