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Ways of solemnizing marriage (until 1754)

• By banns

• By licence 

• At a centre of irregular marriage
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Marriage by licence: a marriage licence allegation
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Marriage without banns or licence: Fleet marriage 
certificate



Clerkenwell inhabitants number of marriages 
in foreign parishes 1701-1750



Clerkenwell inhabitants number of marriages 
in foreign parishes 1651-1700
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Marriage Location 1550-1770

Outside Clerkenwell (excl. the Fleet)

At the Fleet

In Clerkenwell churches (by banns and licence)

OutsideClerkenwell.MainlyByLic
FleetMarriages
ClerkenwellChurch.ByBannsAndLi
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Marriage Location 1690-1760

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

1690 1695 1700 1705 1710 1715 1720 1725 1730 1735 1740 1745 1750 1755 1760

year

nu
m

be
r o

f m
ar

ria
ge

s

Marriages in Clerkenwell
Fleet marriages

  

1695: Marriage Duty Act
         comes into force 1754: Hardwicke's Marriage Act

          comes into force



Row 1

Main  titleCol-
umn 1 
Col-
umn 2 
Col-
umn 3 

Marriage Location 1690-1760
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Why marry outside the parish church?

• Religious nonconformity

• To save money

• For privacy and convenience
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The Sailor’s Fleet Wedding Entertainment (by 1747)
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Irregularities in the St John, Clerkenwell marriage register
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Mean age at first marriage: Clerkenwell

female

male
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Mean age at first marriage: City

Place dates
men women

Cheapside (5 parishes) 1580-1649 27.9 20.7
Cheapside (5 parishes) 1650-1721 27.8 23.6

St Peter Cornhill & St Michael Cornhill 1580-1650 22.3
Bishop of London marriage allegations: London born 1598-1619 28.2 20.5
Bishop of London marriage allegations: migrant 1598-1619 28.4 24.2

mean age
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Age at first marriage: methodological considerations

Date range/match set Mean Std Dev N Mean Std Dev N
1561-1600
a 21.1 3.57 19 23.2 3.72 9
b 21.7 4.38 9 21.6 4.20 12
a  U b 21.3 3.78 28 22.3 3.98 21
1601-1650
a 25.2 7.94 217 26.9 7.91 139
b 28.2 9.34 118 30.1 9.57 160
a  U b 26.2 8.57 335 28.6 8.97 299
1651-1700
a 28.9 9.98 405 30.9 10.17 351
b 31.7 9.71 386 32.1 9.72 579
a  U b 30.3 9.95 791 31.6 9.91 930
1701-1750
a 28.4 9.82 549 28.6 9.27 492
b 28.2 9.92 517 30.5 9.92 665
a  U b 28.3 9.87 1066 29.7 9.69 1157

a  sets contain all matches except random links and low  confidence name matchscore links
b  sets contain all random links and low  confidence name matchscore links

Female Male
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Marriage age combinations:                                       
bachelor/spinster marriages 1701-1754

all: n=223

n=4696excluding random links: 
n=50

n=4798



Row 1

Main  titleCol-
umn 1 
Col-
umn 2 
Col-
umn 3 

Age at first marriage by marriage location 1701-
50

Female 1701-50 Clerkenwell Fleet Other National

mean 28.9 27.8 27.5 25.5

median 26.26 24.1 24.3

N 496 357 217 2730

Male 1701-50 Clerkenwell Fleet Other National

mean 30.4 29.3 29 27.1

median 29.4 27.2 27

N 513 459 251 2152
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Female age at first marriage frequency 
distribution 1701-50
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Male age at first marriage frequency distribution 
1701-50
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Number of children subsequently baptised in 
Clerkenwell by parents’ marriage location

Total number in observation: 679 families Total number in observation: 581 families

Married at Clerkenwell churches
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Prenuptial pregnancy 1695-1754                           
     by marriage location of parents

first pregnancy type marriage-birth interval criteria (mar-bap 
used where no known birthdate)

married in Clerkenwell married at Fleet

early prenuptial pregnancy >=0 and <180 days   19   (2.8%)   57   (9.8%)

late prenuptial pregnancy >=180 and <262 days   29   (4.3%)   34   (5.9%)

not prenuptial pregnancy >= 262 days 632  (92.9%) 491  (84.3%)

Total prenuptial pregnancies >=0 and <262 days   48  (7.1%)   91  (15.7%)
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Prenuptial pregnancy 1695-1754                           
     by marriage location of parents

first pregnancy type marriage-birth interval criteria (mar-bap 
used where no known birthdate)

married in Clerkenwell married at Fleet

early prenuptial pregnancy >=0 and <180 days   19   (2.8%)   57   (9.8%)

late prenuptial pregnancy >=180 and <262 days   29   (4.3%)   34   (5.9%)

not prenuptial pregnancy >= 262 days 632  (92.9%) 491  (84.3%)

Total prenuptial pregnancies >=0 and <262 days   48  (7.1%)   91  (15.7%)

first pregnancy type Banbury 1700-49* Gainsborough 1700-49* England 1700-49**

early prenuptial pregnancy  41   (9.6%)  57   (9.1%)

late prenuptial pregnancy  32   (7.5%)  36   (5.8%)

not prenuptial pregnancy 355 (82.9%) 527 (85.1%) 4404.5 (78%)

Total prenuptial pregnancies  73 (17.1%)  93 (15%) 1241.5 (22%)

* derived from Peter Kitson's f igures for the Banbury and Gainsborough Cambridge Group family reconstitutions. The 
criteria for late prenuptial pregnancy are slightly different.

** Cambridge Group Reconstitutions, Wrigley and Schofield p421. The criteria for prenuptial pregnancy are slightly 
dif ferent (< 9 months).
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Occupations of Clerkenwell inhabitants 1695-1754

marrying at the Fleet

occupation type main occupational descriptors
no. 

Clerkenwell 
inhabitants

no. of 
Clerkenwell-

born

% Clerkenwell 
inhabitants

% 
Clerkenwell-

born

manufacture blacksmith, clothdresser, glassgrinder 421 37 22 18
food and drink butcher, baker, brewer 370 44 19 21
agriculture/itinerant/labourer labourer, drover, husbandman 238 20 12 10
dress cordwainer, tailor, peruke-maker 201 25 10 12
building bricklayer, carpenter, mason 141 16 7 8
transport coachman, porter, heaver 108 8 6 4
household goods cabinetmaker, upholsterer, chandler 97 10 5 5
luxury goods watchmaker, goldsmith 97 8 5 4
sea sailor, mariner 84 8 4 4
gentleman Mr, Gent, Esq 65 16 3 8
soldier soldier 44 6 2 3
letters scrivener, clerk, printer 14 0 1 0
medicine (excluding doctors) apothecary, surgeon 13 0 1 0
merchant merchant 16 0 1 0
professional lawyer, doctor 12 3 1 1
household services servant, chimney sweep 26 2 1 1
entertainment musician 9 3 <1 1

TOTAL 1956 206 100 100
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Occupations of Clerkenwell inhabitants 1695-1754

compared to sample of all marrying at the Fleet

Clerkenwell       
1695-1754      

%

Fleet         
1700-1750       

%
craftsmen 49.4 38.2
tradesmen 20.4 10.0
agriculture, fishermen, labourers and itinerants 12.2 16.2
coachmen/watermen 5.5 5.6
sailors 4.3 13.6
gentlemen 3.3 3.2
soldiers 2.2 6.1
professional and clerical 1.3 1.3
servants 1.3 4.5
pensioner/other 0.0 1.7

Fleet f igures: R L Brow n

Clerkenw ell based on 1956 marriages
Fleet sample based on 12076 marriages


