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The subject of this paper is the early modern metropolitan parish and the social, geographical and physical boundaries it comprehends.  While it will draw on evidence from contrasting areas across London, it will especially focus upon a group of small, city-centre parishes at the eastern end of Cheapside.  As the result of a succession of research projects (the ESRC-funded ‘Social and Economic Survey of Medieval London’, the AHRC-funded ‘People in Place’, and the Wellcome Trust-funded ‘Health and Housing Environments’), we know an unprecedented amount about the inhabitants of this area and the properties in which they lived, and this discussion will readily draw on those findings.

The paper will begin by investigating the theme of mobility in and out of parish boundaries, exploring the reasons behind people’s arrival, departure or movement within their existing parish.  With Cheapside among the wealthiest areas of the City, this obviously raises the issue of the relationship between social and economic mobility and place.  The paper will also examine the theme of duration of residence and whether this changed over time, particularly in the aftermath of the Fire and the rebuilding of much of the City.  Series of inhabitants’ and pew lists provide a contemporary appreciation of individual or familial status within parishes, and it will be shown how this was sensitive to both the length of residence and the economic fortunes of parishioners.  Finally, the physical boundaries between the Cheapside parishes were occasionally in dispute in this period, and the paper will discuss the terms of those disputes and their resultant impact on local parishioners and their properties.

This kind of examination allows the broader appraisal of the role of the early modern parish in the social life of urban communities. This is particularly valuable in the context of the City of London, where parish boundaries were routinely crossed during the course of everyday business, and where places of work and places of residence, perhaps only a few streets apart, could be located in different parishes.
